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First step to zero-waste South East starts with
construction industry

Pata Hodge
14th April 2006

A series of events to help organisations in the South East improve their
resource afficiency and reduce waste — with the ultimate aim of creating a
rero-waste region — kicks off with a workshop for the construction
industry in Reading next week.

It will by tha first event organised by Pathway to fem Waste (PTIW), a
parnership founded last month by SEEDA (South East England Development
Agency), the Envirmnmanl Agency and WRAP Waste & Resources Action
Programma ), which says i will help busmnesses in the region save some £370
million in operating costs by 2011 — by redirecting waste from landfill towards

South East programme Pathway to Zer Waste is targeting the construction
industry

racyeling and reuse. e
PTZW's slading-point is that the South East's mliance on landfil is Stori
unsustainable and that capacity will un out within five years. I's objective = to fimimar =
“delver a cultural shift” and “transform the way that organisations view and NEWS
manage materals, driving change from waste {o esource.”
21 April 2000
It may be that PTZW is pushing at an open doar— at its launch event lasl Soulh Esel businesses oal £3 million warth of low carbon suppoit
manth, it says feedback cards showed 100 per cent support for ils objeclives
tram the 120 chief executives and other decision-makers who altended the 21 January 2008
avant. Raport throws furdhier doubt on plans forsco fown
It cartainly has some big-hitling support — as well as its three founder parners, FEATURES
its other padners include Defra {lhe Department far Envimnmeanl, Food and 27 Aprl 2000
Rural Affairs), Improvement and Efficiency South East, the South East Centra X o
for the Built Environment, the Govemment Office for the South East, the Budge! s green, bul &= it gman enough?
Mational Indusinal Symbiosis Programme, and EnvimBusiness. 15 Agrl 2000
PTZW =ays this qualily of backing gwes i "a unigue advanlage, enabling the Ficking up speed: i the lima fighl lo invest in small wind?

partnars’ collective expenence, resources, skils and influence to be hamessad
and usad as a powerful catalyst for change .”

PTEW will work to create a viable market for recovered and recycled matenals
within the South Easl, building up demand and ensunng therm are enough
facilities on the ground 1o meet it.

Chindarat Taylor, directarof PTZW said: "The comprehensve netwark of
recovery and mcycling infrastructure needed to suppord smarer esource use
— which PTZW will help establish — presents real commearcial oppodunities for
companies that can opemate in this area and will create thousands of new
jabs, providing further economic benefits and helping to delwver long-term
sustainable prosperity.”

PTONs shor-term strategy = to concentrate on delivering whal it descrbes as
*high-impacl quick wins” that acocelerate the pace of change throughout the
region. To this end i is focusing is effors on three main areas of waste:
construction and demalibon {C&D), food and wood.

Specihc targets for food and wood have yel to be sel, but the largels for CAD
waste are lo achieve a 50 parzant reduction on 2008 levals by 2011 and a
90 per cent reduction by 2020 — ultimetely paving the way for 8 zero-waste
region, PTZW says.

Az & first step towards this, next week's workshop 15 aimed at organisations
involved in every stage of the build process, including architects and
designers, construction contractors, wasle management companies and local
autharlies.

As well as outlining PT2W's stretegy for change, the workshop will include tha
initial findings from two specially-commissioned projacts, looking al the three
year farecast for construction materals in the region {demand, potential waste
volumes and recycling infrastructure hotspots) and potential market
mechansms for frading in reusable waste matenals.
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