
 

 

Rural Development 
Programme for England 

Welcome to the latest ‘new 
look’ RDPE newsletter and 
apologies that it has been 
some time since the last 
one.  The programme is 
now fully operational and 
SEEDA staff have been 
very busy processing ex-
pressions of interest and 
applications.  Details of 
some of the schemes and 
projects which have been 
approved are provided in 
this newsletter. 
In addition, we have pro-

vided some guidance on 
where to apply for funding 
and developed a postcode 
tool which will help you to 
establish if you are located 
within a Leader area. 
Throughout the newsletter 
you will notice that all infor-
mation regarding the 
RDPE is available on the 
SEEDA website but you 
can also contact the team 
and you will find all the 
teams contact details on 
the back page. 

Finally we would appreci-
ate your feedback on this 
newsletter.  We plan to 
produce a newsletter 
every quarter and would 
particularly welcome sug-
gestions for what you 
would like to see in future 
editions.  Please e-mail 
your comments to Helen 
Dallas at  
helendallas@seeda.co.uk 
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The Rural Development Programme for England is funded by Defra 
and the European Agricultural Fund for Rural Development (EAFRD) 

SEEDA has awarded £29 
million of RDPE funding to 
14 Leader Local Action 
Groups (LAGs) and most 
groups have now received 
their contract and have 
started to promote that 
funds are available.  Each 
LAG will receive delegated 
funding of between £1.6 
and £2.6 million for the 
period 2008 to 2013.  The 
LAGs will assess applica-
tions for funding against 

their local priorities and 
will be able to make grant 
awards of up to £50,000.  
The funding will cover a 
wide range of activities 
such as farm diversifica-
tion, tourism activities, 
renewable energy pro-
jects, forestry projects, 
village renewal, support 
for micro businesses and 
rural heritage. 
The successful Local Ac-
tion Groups are: 

• Aylesbury Vale & Rural Milton 
Keynes 

• Chilterns 

• Isle of Wight 

• Kent Downs & Marshes 

• Loddon & Evesley 

• New Forest 

• North Wessex Downs 

• Southern Oxfordshire 

• Surrey Hills 

• Sussex Downs & Low Weald 

• Three Harbours & Coastal Plain 

• Wealden & Rother 

• West Kent 

• Winchester & East Hampshire 

Successful Leader Groups Announced 



 

 

£3.2 Million Investment in Pan-Regional Training Programmes.  SEEDA has awarded 
contracts to Rbat/LANTRA consortium and Westpoint Veterinary Group Ltd to de-
liver vocational training to people engaged in agriculture, horticulture and forestry as 
well as a focus on animal health and welfare. 

and discussion groups, 
complete on-line training 
and receive one-to-one 
veterinary advice, all tai-
lored to meet their needs.  
The Livestock Health 
South East programme is 
being managed by the 
Westpoint Veterinary 
Group and involves a 
number of other training 
providers including the 
NFU, EBLEX, BPEX, Dairy 
Co, Kingshay, NADIS and 

Livestock Health South 
East is an innovative ap-
proach to improve animal 
health and welfare across 
the South East of England.  
Livestock farmers will be 
able to access the most 
up-to-date information to 
help them maintain and 
improve the health of their 
stock, ensuring the sus-
tainability of farming in the 
region.  Farmers can 
choose to attend meetings 

ADAS. 
For more information 
please visit the website or 
contact the regional coor-
dinator Lindsay Heas-
man. 
The contact details are: 
E-mail: 
info@livestockhealthsouth
east.org.uk 
Tel: 07549 843380 
  

Training 

Livestock Health South East 

For more information please 
visit—
www.livestockhealthsoutheas
t.org.uk 

and will be heavily subsi-
dized.  The programme is 
being coordinated and 
managed by the rbat/
LANTRA consortium be-
tween Lantra, the sector 
skills council for environ-
ment and land based busi-
nesses and the Rural 
Business Advice and 
Training (rbat) network. 
For more information 
please visit the Landskills 

South East website or con-
tact  Shelley Newton who 
has been appointed as the 
regional coordinator. 
The contact details are: 
E-mail: 
landskills@lantra.co.uk  
Tel: 01444 871436 

Landskills South East 
Landskills South East is an 
extensive vocational train-
ing programme targeted 
primarily at people en-
gaged in agriculture, horti-
culture and forestry.  Train-
ing will be delivered 
through a consortium of 24 
training providers in the 
region including Agricul-
tural Colleges, Local Train-
ing Groups, Independent 
Trainers and Consultants 

For more information  
please visit 

www.lantra.co.uk/
LandskillsSouthEast  
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Other approved projects 

Where to apply for funding 

Work underway on the res-
ervoir at Style Place Farm 

In addition to the two train-
ing projects, SEEDA has 
so far awarded £3.7 mil-
lion to rural businesses in 
the South East.  One pro-
ject is a substantial expan-
sion of the horticultural 
packing facilities at Mans-
fields in Kent.  Other pro-
jects include four on-farm 
reservoirs, a woodland 
contractor, expansion of a 
co-operative’s grain stor-
age facilities, a forestry 
centre, refurbishment of an 
abattoir and an on-farm 
food processing kitchen.   

An extension of the Hid-
den Britain South East 
project has also been sup-
ported under RDPE for two 
years.  The project will 
help small rural villages to 
unlock tourism potential.  
More information on Hid-
den Britain South East can 
be found on the website 
www.hiddenbritainse.org.uk 
Or by contacting the Re-
gional Coordinator James 
Turner: 
E-mail: hiddenbrit-
aindm@sercc.org.uk 
Tel: 07841 584985 

One of the on-farm reser-
voirs is at Style Place 
Farm and work on the res-
ervoir is well underway.  If 
any farmers are thinking of 
improving their on-farm 
water storage then please 
discuss your ideas with 
Neville Sherlock on 01634 
899134. 

lturalists_and_Foresters/
index.asp 
In addition, Farm Diversifi-
cation projects into non-
agricultural activities which 
are located outside of a 
Leader area and require 
less then £50,000 of grant 
funding should now also 
apply directly to SEEDA.  
All projects direct to 
SEEDA will need to com-
plete an Expression of In-
terest form which can also 
be downloaded from the 
website or by contacting 
Helen Dallas.   
Alternatively you may wish 
to discuss your ideas with 
us.  All the team member 
contact details are pro-

vided on the last page of 
this newsletter. 
 
Projects seeking £50,000 
or less which are located 
within a Leader area 
should contact their Local 
Action Group (LAG).  To 
find out if you are in a 
Leader area we have de-
veloped a postcode tool 
which you will find on the 
SEEDA website, along 
with maps and all the LAG 
contact details. 
Please note that all 
grants are discretionary 
and competitive and 
there is no guarantee of 
funding.   

If your project is seeking 
more than £50,000 in 
grant and is collaborative 
or will have benefits for a 
number of rural busi-
nesses then please apply 
directly to SEEDA.  Pro-
jects relating to forestry, 
renewable energy and/or 
water management should 
also apply directly to 
SEEDA regardless of the 
size of grant and whether 
you are in a Leader area 
or not.   
For further information, 
please see the RDPE pro-
spectus at 
www.seeda.co.uk/RDPE/
Guid-
ance_for_Farmers_Horticu

To find out if you 
are in a Leader 
area please visit 
the SEEDA 
website: 

www.seeda.co.uk
/rdpe/Leader/
index.asp 
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Simplification 
We are committed to mak-
ing the application process 
as simple as we can.  
Many of the processes 
and forms have to meet 
EU rules but we will be 
reviewing these regularly 
to try to make the proc-
esses simpler and faster 



 

 

SEEDA Headquarter 
Cross Lanes 
Guildford 
GU1 1YA 
 
Phone: 01483 484200 

All information on the 
RDPE can be found on 
the SEEDA website: 
www.seeda.co.uk/rdpe 

Clients included Defra, EU, 
Scottish Executive, World 
Bank, FAO and numerous 
commercial clients.  Prior 
to joining SEEDA she 
worked for the National 
Rural Knowledge Ex-
change, involved in knowl-
edge transfer between 
universities, colleges and 
the rural sector. 
 
More recently the RDPE 
team has seen the addi-
tion of another two mem-
bers of staff. 

We are delighted to an-
nounce the appointment of 
Dr Jacquie Middleton as 
the new RDPE Strategic 
Programme Manager in 
April of this year.  Jacquie 
has a BSc in Agricultural 
Economic and PhD in Agri-
cultural Marketing from the 
University of Newcastle 
upon Tyne.  She has 20 
years experience in con-
sultancy for the agricultural 
and food sectors both in 
the UK and overseas, hav-
ing worked at the MLC, 
and the Scottish Agricul-
tural College in Aberdeen.  

 They include Anne 
Higham who previously 
worked for SEEDA on 
other rural programmes.  
Anne will take responsibil-
ity for Farm Diversification 
and Tourism projects di-
rect to RDPE. 
And Finally we would like 
to welcome John Heaton 
as Assistant Projects Co-
ordinator.  John has also 
previously worked for 
SEEDA and will provide 
much needed additional 
support to the programme.  

RDPE Team RDPE Strategic Programme Manager Appointed 

RDPE Team - Roles and Contact Details 
Name Role E-mail Telephone Number 

Jacquie Middleton Strategic Programme Manager jacquiemiddleton@seeda.co.uk 01483 484207 

Helen Dallas Projects Coordinator helendallas@seeda.co.uk 01483 484297 

John Heaton Assistant Projects Coordinator johnheaton@seeda.co.uk 01483 500769 

Barry Willett Leader barrywillett@seeda.co.uk 07789 171608 

Sarah Richards Leader & Training sarahrichards@seeda.co.uk 01483 470154 

Neville Sherlock Water Management & Adding Value nevillesherlock@seeda.co.uk 01634 899134 

Jonathan King Livestock, Forestry & Renewable Energy jonathanking@seeda.co.uk 07789 171621 

Anne Higham Farm Diversification & Tourism annehigham@seeda.co.uk 01634 899136 

2009 Regional Appraisal Panel Dates 
Cut off date for submission 
of complete application to 

SEEDA 

Date of Regional Appraisal 
Panel 

2nd December 2008  2nd February 2009 

2nd February 2009 1st April 2009 

3rd April 2009 3rd June 2009 

5th June 2009 5th August 2009 

7th August 2009 7th October 2009 

2nd October 2009  3rd December 2009  

Applications for funding are considered against 
the RDPE priorities and objectives.  This is 
done by an independent appraisal panel which 
is chaired by SEEDA with panel members from 
Natural England and the Forestry Commission 
who are key partners in the delivery of RDPE. 
In order for a project to be considered at a RAP 
please note that the application will have to be 
fully completed at least 2 months before the 
RAP date.  


	Rural Development Programme for England

	Welcome

	December 2008

	Volume 1, Issue 1

	Inside this issue:

	Successful Leader Groups Announced

	Training

	Livestock Health South East

	For more information please visit—www.livestockhealthsoutheast.org.uk

	Landskills South East

	Page #

	Other approved projects

	Where to apply for funding

	Work underway on the reservoir at Style Place Farm

	Page #

	RDPE Team

	RDPE Strategic Programme Manager Appointed

	2009 Regional Appraisal Panel Dates



<<

  /ASCII85EncodePages false

  /AllowTransparency false

  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true

  /AutoRotatePages /None

  /Binding /Left

  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)

  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)

  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error

  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4

  /CompressObjects /Tags

  /CompressPages true

  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true

  /PassThroughJPEGImages true

  /CreateJobTicket false

  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default

  /DetectBlends true

  /DetectCurves 0.0000

  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK

  /DoThumbnails false

  /EmbedAllFonts true

  /EmbedOpenType false

  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true

  /EmbedJobOptions true

  /DSCReportingLevel 0

  /EmitDSCWarnings false

  /EndPage -1

  /ImageMemory 1048576

  /LockDistillerParams false

  /MaxSubsetPct 100

  /Optimize true

  /OPM 1

  /ParseDSCComments true

  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true

  /PreserveCopyPage true

  /PreserveDICMYKValues true

  /PreserveEPSInfo true

  /PreserveFlatness true

  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false

  /PreserveOPIComments true

  /PreserveOverprintSettings true

  /StartPage 1

  /SubsetFonts true

  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply

  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve

  /UsePrologue false

  /ColorSettingsFile ()

  /AlwaysEmbed [ true

  ]

  /NeverEmbed [ true

  ]

  /AntiAliasColorImages false

  /CropColorImages true

  /ColorImageMinResolution 300

  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleColorImages true

  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /ColorImageResolution 300

  /ColorImageDepth -1

  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1

  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeColorImages true

  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterColorImages true

  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /ColorACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /ColorImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasGrayImages false

  /CropGrayImages true

  /GrayImageMinResolution 300

  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleGrayImages true

  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /GrayImageResolution 300

  /GrayImageDepth -1

  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2

  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeGrayImages true

  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterGrayImages true

  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /GrayACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /GrayImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasMonoImages false

  /CropMonoImages true

  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200

  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleMonoImages true

  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /MonoImageResolution 1200

  /MonoImageDepth -1

  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeMonoImages true

  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode

  /MonoImageDict <<

    /K -1

  >>

  /AllowPSXObjects false

  /CheckCompliance [

    /None

  ]

  /PDFX1aCheck false

  /PDFX3Check false

  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false

  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true

  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true

  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()

  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()

  /PDFXOutputCondition ()

  /PDFXRegistryName ()

  /PDFXTrapped /False



  /CreateJDFFile false

  /Description <<



    /BGR <>

    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>

    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>

    /CZE <>

    /DAN <>

    /DEU <>

    /ESP <>

    /ETI <>

    /FRA <>

    /GRE <>



    /HRV (Za stvaranje Adobe PDF dokumenata najpogodnijih za visokokvalitetni ispis prije tiskanja koristite ove postavke.  Stvoreni PDF dokumenti mogu se otvoriti Acrobat i Adobe Reader 5.0 i kasnijim verzijama.)

    /HUN <>

    /ITA <>

    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>

    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>

    /LTH <>

    /LVI <>

    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)

    /NOR <>

    /POL <>

    /PTB <>

    /RUM <>

    /RUS <>

    /SKY <>

    /SLV <>

    /SUO <>

    /SVE <>

    /TUR <>

    /UKR <>

    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)

  >>

  /Namespace [

    (Adobe)

    (Common)

    (1.0)

  ]

  /OtherNamespaces [

    <<

      /AsReaderSpreads false

      /CropImagesToFrames true

      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue

      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false

      /IncludeGuidesGrids false

      /IncludeNonPrinting false

      /IncludeSlug false

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (InDesign)

        (4.0)

      ]

      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false

      /OmitPlacedEPS false

      /OmitPlacedPDF false

      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy

    >>

    <<

      /AddBleedMarks false

      /AddColorBars false

      /AddCropMarks false

      /AddPageInfo false

      /AddRegMarks false

      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK

      /DestinationProfileName ()

      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /Downsample16BitImages true

      /FlattenerPreset <<

        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution

      >>

      /FormElements false

      /GenerateStructure false

      /IncludeBookmarks false

      /IncludeHyperlinks false

      /IncludeInteractive false

      /IncludeLayers false

      /IncludeProfiles false

      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (CreativeSuite)

        (2.0)

      ]

      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /PreserveEditing true

      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged

      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile

      /UseDocumentBleed false

    >>

  ]

>> setdistillerparams

<<

  /HWResolution [2400 2400]

  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]

>> setpagedevice



