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Foreword by Anthony Dunnett, SEEDA Chief Executive





We all know that the environment in South East England is central to our quality of life.  It affects our health and wellbeing; it provides us with food and natural resources; it gives us places to relax, unwind and enjoy ourselves; and it is part of the heritage that we hold in trust for future generations.





But until now we have not understood just how much the environment contributes to our regional economy, both in terms of jobs and wealth creation.  This report, commissioned jointly by SEEDA, the Countryside Agency, English Nature and the Environment Agency, shows for the first time that environmental activities compare favourably with many of our recognised economic sectors.  In the context of an economy as large as ours, that is a very significant finding.  The environment is an unsung hero of the economy.





The activities that make up the environmental economy do not form a discrete sector in their own right, and perhaps that is why we have not recognised or released their full potential.  This report identifies many opportunities to develop the environmental economy further and shows how the environment can play a leading role in regenerating some of the most deprived parts of our region.  There are a number of recommendations for action, which SEEDA and its partners will need to examine carefully to decide on the priorities that will add the greatest value to our work.





The overall message is clear.  The environment is one of South East England’s capital assets - if we invest in it wisely, it will yield a healthy return, now and long into the future.





Yours sincerely,
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Anthony Dunnett


SEEDA Chief Executive  


