The Process of Consultation

The consultation process was started on 12 September with the launch of the consultation document at the opening of South East England House in Brussels on September 12. The European Strategy Consultation Document was sent out to 1000 individuals and organisations including Local Authorities, Voluntary Organisations, TECs, Higher and Further Education Institutions, Regional Bodies and Agencies, European networks, Chambers of Commerce, Business Links, Economic Partnerships, central government departments and in addition was posted on SEEDA’s website.  The Strategy was downloaded two hundred and seventy-eight times while the annexes were downloaded one hundred and seventy-two times.  The consultation period ended on 22 December.  During the drafting of the document, a number of these organisations had already been contacted for input into the draft.

Responses

Thirty-eight responses were received. The majority of responses came from local authorities (18), together with Higher Education (7), government bodies (3), TECs (1), Economic Partnership (1), Business Link (1), LSC (1), Health Authority (1), national (1), Agency (1), European Commission (1) and regional bodies/networks (2). 

Main themes

97% of the responses were positive and respondents welcomed in particular the prominence given to social issues and the voluntary sector, the need to improve co-ordination and dissemination of information provision and the emphasis on the region as a net contributor to European prosperity.  

Some of the more widely held views are outlined below:

· A need to be more explicit about how working at a regional level adds value to the efforts of organisations working at local and sub-regional level

· The Strategy should recognise more explicitly the expertise and best practice already existing in the region

· Enlargement on the process of delivery in the Strategy would help to clarify relative roles of the partners and identify key players 

· More emphasis could be placed on the role of the regional bodies in structuring collaboration between economic and social partners, in facilitating strategic alliances between regional partners on a European plane, and integrating and rationalising partnerships for the benefit of all partners

· Respondents were keen that more should be made of the theme of governance with the Commission’s White Paper to come out in May

· The role of Enlargement should be made more central to the document and expanded

· More emphasis placed on the relevance of influencing policy in the EU as opposed to simply using the EU as another funding source

· Several areas which respondents felt should be expanded were the European Spatial Development Perspective and its relative importance, climate change and sustainable development following the work on the Sustainability Framework.  Reference should also be made to the Regional Planning Guidance, and Transport Policy

· Developments in the Small Business Service and Learning and Skills Councils, implications for ESF funding with co-financing arrangements need to be reflected in the document

· Need to define the important role the Higher Education sector plays in the European agenda, the valuable expertise they could bring to bear in European projects, and the importance of research particularly as an economic driver and an aid to business and innovation

· More could be made in the document of education and the role of the European Research Area

· Explain better the purpose of the Strategy and the proposed mechanisms for taking the Strategy forward

·  The Strategy should specify a timeframe 

· The Nice summit should be included

· Annexes should be regularly updated.
