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CENTRAL SOUTH AXIS - TOWARDS AN ACTION PLAN

1. Following the identification in the draft Regional Economic Strategy of the Central South Axis as an Area of Economic Generation the local authorities and business partnerships in West Sussex, Hampshire, the Isle of Wight, Portsmouth and Southampton, have worked to identify the key elements within the area, to identify current work and to indicate where future priorities lie.  

2. This paper identifies progress to date but it must be emphasised that the work to produce an Action Plan is ongoing and that all partnerships involved are committed to joint working.  The work has been co-ordinated by the Hampshire Economic Partnership, which, with the co-operation of all interested parties will continue to co-ordinate the programme, recognising that much of the action needed to implement both the Regional Economic Strategy and the particular programme for the Central South Axis relies on individual action by local authorities, economic partnerships or the business community.

3. Preliminary analysis suggests that the key strategic functions which should be addressed in the Action Programme relate to enterprise hubs, regeneration and communities, defence, infrastructure, business development and tourism. Strategic initiatives related to these are set out in the first section of the attached matrices.  The second section records other more local initiatives which are of importance to the Central South Axis.

Central South Axis - Strategic Context

4. It is inappropriate to define a precise geographic area as different activities operate over different areas.  Nevertheless the broad definition proposed by SEEDA of an area roughly equating to Arun to the New Forest and the Isle of Wight to Eastleigh has been used for the purpose of the exercise to date.  

5. The area is of considerable economic significance to South East England with a population of over 1 million people and acts as a key gateway to and from mainland Europe and the rest of the world.  This gateway function is enhanced by the container port of Southampton, ferry port at Portsmouth and Southampton International Airport.  Southampton is Britain’s third largest cargo port accounting for half the UK trade with Asia and the Pacific.  Portsmouth is Britain’s best connected ferry port, second only to Dover in passenger and car movements and with volumes growing at 15% annually. The two major cities of Portsmouth and Southampton play a very important role in South East England but the significant importance of the coast and countryside to the environment and attractiveness of the area should not be under estimated. 

6. There are five key inter-related drivers which are of regional significance :

6. The opportunity to realise maximum economic advantage from the significant innovation and research and development facilities in the area through the development of inter-linked enterprise hubs.

6. Releasing and realising economic potential through the wired region concept making this expertise available to as wide a population as possible.  

6. Taking maximum advantage of the significant regeneration opportunities within the area linked with the planned release of Ministry of Defence land and local and regional infrastructure provision, together with the effective utilisation and availability of land and buildings.  

6. Addressing infrastructure which is coming under increasing pressure by traffic management, particularly in the M27 corridor and through the provision of the South Hampshire Rapid Transit System - road connections to London are becoming increasingly congested, particularly the A3 at Hindhead - road bottlenecks at the M3/A34 junction at Winchester and the A34/M4 junction at Chieveley - rail connections to the midlands and north particularly rail freight gauge issues related to containerisation at the port of Southampton.

6. The Isle of Wight also has particular infrastructure difficulties associated with its Island status.  Being an island creates significant additional costs for both private and public sector interests.  The costs of the existing ferry services are viewed by many as providing a significant barrier to new commercial investment and to growth in the tourism market.  In addition, in marketing terms the Solent creates a perception of relative isolation and inaccessibility.  

7. “Building a World Class Region” identifies seven programmes for the region.  In addition to the seven, the Central South Axis wishes to identify tourism as a separate and key programme and this is reflected in the work being undertaken by the local authorities and partnerships.  

8. To realise the tremendous economic importance of the Central South Axis as a gateway the issues set out in the action plan must be addressed urgently at both local and regional level.  The area will continue to capitalise on its unique position and will build on its strengths through advanced engineering, innovation and research, tourism, the aerospace and defence industry, finance and professional services and the marine industry.  Appendix 1 gives further detail on the characteristics and importance of the area.

9. The collaborative working of all partners within the Central South Axis will play its part in the meaningful delivery of proposals to enhance the economic prospects for all members of the community within this region but it will only be able to do so if SEEDA and GOSE play their part in supporting local initiatives and delivering at the regional level.

10. The attached Programme Analysis demonstrates the extensive work in hand or planned by the relevant partnerships/local authorities.  This work will be refined and focussed over the next few months to address the key drivers and develop the gateway potential of the area.  

Central South Axis: Programme Analysis 

September 1999

Initiatives of Strategic Importance

Enterprise Hub Proposals

Description
Timescale
Funding
Lead Bodies

Enterprise Hub at Dera, Haslar
A
n/a
DERA

High tech enterprise centre at Havant
B
n/a
Havant BC

Isle of Wight Innovation Centre
B
n/a
Isle of Wight Partnership

Expansion of Chilworth
B
n/a
Southampton City Council / University

Portsmouth Technopole
B
£3.2m
PCC

Southampton:  City/University enterprise hub
C
£5m
Southampton City Council / University

Cams Hall
C
n/a
Fareham Borough Council

Virtual hub to promote media
C
n/a
HCC

Marine Industries
B
n/a
SEEDA task group?

Area-based Economic Development Strategies - Southampton City Council, as part of its SRB5 award is working up the concept of ABEDS and will be discussing the content and geographic scope of this work with all partners within the Central South Axis.  The work is likely to bring together elements from across the regeneration spectrum including social and community objectives and their integration and contribution to an investment and development strategy.

Relationship between Planning/Environmental Strategies and Economic Strategies - It has been agreed to commission studies relating to each of the 7 principal areas in the Regional Economic Strategy to consider all relevant planning/environmental strategies and economic strategies within the Central South Axis and to assess their complementarity. 

Defence-related Initiatives

Programme area
Description
Timescale (earliest)
Funding
Lead Body

DEFENCE SECTOR

Business
Defence diversification
B
n/a
PCC & HEP

Business
Establishment of a database of defence-related firms within South East England to facilitate joint working and networking
A
£20k
HEP Defence Task Group


21st Century Aerospace Initiative (Manufacturing Product Development and Supply Chain Consolidation)
A-D
n/a
IWP and Private Sector

Business
Projects to assist the Defence Sector and maximise KONVER funding
B
£150k
HEP

BROWNFIELD SITE RECLAMATION

Infrastructure
Gosport - Infrastructure improvements following defence restructuring
B
£9.5m
GBC

Infrastructure
Redevelopment at HMS Daedalus 
A
£5m
MoD

Business
DERA Haslar opening up of facilities, expertise and workspace to commercial enterprise
A

DERA

Infrastructure
Haslar peninsula
B
£9.5m
GBC

Tourism

Programme area
Description
Timescale 
Funding
Lead Body

Business
Partnership development to deliver training and joint marketing initiatives and investment in tourism infrastructure
B
n/a
West Sussex Tourism

Business
Tourism initiatives related to the Millennium Scheme and other Waterfront regeneration programmes 
B
£1.2m at Royal Clarence Yard (International Maritime Events Centre), £1.6m at Priddys
GBC, PHEL

Business
The TourISt Project
B
£500,000 over 3 years
HEP Tourism Group

Business
Best Practice Consultancy Manual and guidance for introducing ICT in tourism sector, including organisational, management, quality assurance and training issues and accompanying materials and tools
B
£10,000
HEP Tourism Group


Tomorrow’s Tourism Project
B

IWP


Harmonised Accommodation Grading scheme (across region/national)
B

IW Tourism


Attractions Benchmarking Scheme (IW pilot which can be extended to region/national benchmarking scheme)
B

IW Tourism

Infrastructure - The importance of this area is its gateway function which means that good road, rail and air communications are essential.  There are significant problems with road communications, particularly the M27 corridor which is being addressed partly by traffic management measures, demand management, ROMANSE and the proposed South Hampshire Rapid Transit System.  Road and rail access to the north and midlands is of considerable concern, in particular the A3 at Hindhead, the junction of the M3 and A34 at Winchester, the A34 junction with the M4 at Chieveley and the need to improve gauge rail freight routes.  The expansion of port facilities at Southampton is very important to the area and priority should be given to infrastructure investments to aid this. Portsmouth is a very important ferry port and road and rail access needs to be improved and maintained.  Support is needed to enable Southampton International Airport to play an effective role by facilitating slots at European airports.

Business

Programme area
Description
Timescale
Funding
Lead Body

Business
Engage 40 SMEs in adoption of e-mail, use of the internet, development of websites and facilitation of home working
B
£35,000
P+SEHCCI

Business
Sector development strategy. Land use planning review and development of centre of excellence tailored training
B
n/a
WSCC/CDC/ADC

Business
To supply support and quality information to start up and incoming businesses at a Regional Business Centre
A
£25,000 yearly
Harbour Forum

Business
Developing & implementing innovative and interactive on-line services to meet business and community needs 
B
£900,000 over 3 years
Hampshire County Council

Business
Provision of information on available premises and sites
A
£2,500 pa
Southampton City Council - initiatives being undertaken by all partners

Business
International Investors Aftercare programme
A
£100,000
HCC

Business
Developing cross-boundary integrated on-line business and community services (CENTURi 21 Project)
C
£80,000 over 2.5 years
West Sussex County Council

Business
INFOVILLE Project:  E-Commerce applications enabling organisations and businesses to market and sell services and products
A
£10,000
Hampshire County Council

Business
Europartenariat  - Encouraging SMEs to find international trade partners.
B
£10,000 locally
Southern Area Euro Info Centre.

Business
Inward Investment Programme: Tailored packages of support for inward investors, including brokering, planning support, financial/grant application and after-care
Ongoing

IWP

Business
Supply Chain development and local purchasing initiatives: Training and development of supply chains to promote business development.  Business Network Brokering service
B*

IWP

Business
Venture Capital/Equity Gap financing: 1) Financial Packaging Service operated through Business Link. 2) Development of IW Investment Trust
B*

IWP

Business
Technology Diversification Manager.  Specialist position attached to DERA Centre for Marine Technology, Haslar, to assist civilian small businesses to access technical expertise and intellectual property held with DERA.  Connects with a regio-wide initiative led by Business Link Hampshire.
A-B
£150k in total (DERA, EU KONVER)
Hampshire TEC

INITIATIVES OF LOCAL SIGNIFICANCE
Regeneration and Communities

Description
Timescale
Funding
Lead Body

PORTSMOUTH and SOUTH EAST HANTS.

· Area based regeneration schemes in Portsmouth
A
£1.5m pa
PSEHP

· Rowner and Town wards, Gosport
A
n/a
GBC

· Enterprising Leigh Park
A
£10m
HBC

· Wecock Farm, Neighbourhood worker
A
£25k
HCC

· Heart of Portsmouth
A
£52m
PCC

ISLE OF WIGHT

· Altogether Wight SRB2 (All Island)
A-D
n/a
IW Partnership

· Building a Community Bridge to Employment SRB4 (Cowes/East Cowes) 
A-D
n/a
IWP

· Island Inclusive SRB5 (All Island)
A-D
n/a
IWP

· Island Town Regeneration Project (All Island)
A-D
n/a
IWP

· Ryde Town Regeneration Project
A-D
n/a
IWP

· Enterprise Zone Programme
A-D
n/a
IWP

· Jobs Action Zone (Cowes, Newport, Ryde triangle)
B-D
n/a
IWP

· Employment Zone
B-D
n/a
IWP

· Rural Development Programme
A-D
n/a
IWP

· FE/HE Remote Campus Island Project
A-D
n/a
IWP

SOUTHAMPTON

· City Renaissance Programme, Southampton
C/D
£100m ?
SCC

SOUTH HANTS AND EASTLEIGH

· Winchester Neighbourhood Project
B
£30k
HCC

· Pilands Wood, Neighbourhood worker in Eastleigh
A
£20k
EBC

Programme area
Description
Timescale
Funding
Lead Body

Regeneration/

Communities
Grant Aid to Community Centres/Village Halls
A
n/a
HCC

Regeneration/

Communities
Coastal Sites Investment Strategy
A
n/a
West Sussex investment

Regeneration/

Communities
Paulsgrove / Portsmouth / South East Hants

n/a


Regeneration/

Communities
To ensure all local minority & excluded groups have proper access to all opportunities & services
B
£500,000
L/A's, CVS's in S.E Hants

Regeneration/

Communities
CCTV and improvements to retail environment
B
£1.71m
Havant Borough Council

Regeneration/

Communities
Co-ordination of investment, design, promotion of location etc
A
£40,000 pa
NFDC

Regeneration/Communities (cont.)

Regeneration/

Communities
To develop indicators to assess suburban decline within eight pilot project areas.  To apply indicators to other suburban areas across the UK. To engage the community in identifying the problems and solutions required to improve the quality of life and en
B
£198,000
Civic Trust, Joseph Rowntree Foundation

Regeneration/

Communities
To transfer experience and enhance cross national understanding of policy and approaches to improve town centre living and reverse urban decline across the NWMA area.
B
£233,860
Southbank University

Regeneration/

Communities
Local Cultural Strategies
B
n/a
Southern Arts

Regeneration/

Communities
Continue programme of community backed ICT training and access to technology for information and vocational purposes
C
£1m
Various partners

Regeneration/

Communities
Into regeneration schemes & for job creation & business opportunities
C
n/a
PSEHP

Regeneration/

Communities
To maintain the local economies of smaller town centres
C
£15m
Havant Borough Partnership

Regeneration/

Communities
To promote call centre developments in local areas of high unemployment
C
£2m
Havant Borough Partnership

Regeneration/

Communities
Workshop and community facilities
C
£998,500
Havant Borough Council

Regeneration/

Communities
ESF - Local Authorities South East grouping
D
n/a
West Sussex County Council

Regeneration/

Communities
Graduate Returners
C

IWP

Regeneration/

Communities
Entrepreurship Training in Communities &Schools
C

Island Volunteers

Regeneration/

Communities
Community enterprise, recycling, volunteering & citizenship
C

Island Volunteers

Regeneration/

Communities
Community skills and potential training and support
C

Island Volunteers

Regeneration/

Communities
Mini-harbour development and coastal defence works, plus water treatment works
C

IWCouncil

Regeneration/

Communities
Family Information Zones and parental support initiatives
B

Rural Community Council

Regeneration/

Communities
Shop Front Schemes, Environmental Improvements, Town Trails
C

IWC

Regeneration/Communities (cont.)
Regeneration/

Communities
Extending the impact of the Rural Development Programme
C

IWP

Regeneration/ Communities
Quay Arts development and projects to use arts and culture for addressing social inclusion
B

IWC

Regeneration/ Communities
Overcoming barriers to accessing education and training for socially excluded (including FOYER project)`
C

IWP

Regeneration/

Communities
Use of Sport, Leisure and Cultural Activities to address social exclusion for young people
C

IWP

Regeneration/

Communities
Building skills in communities to enable them to participate in decision making and implementation of ideas
Ongoing *

Various

Regeneration/

Communities
Revitalise towns and make economically sustainable – Town Challenge – Niche identify – Tourism attraction – Industrial specialism
D*

IWP

Regeneration/

Communities
Overcoming barriers to access; upskilling, provision of HE access for specific training related to Enterprise Hub and future FOYER development
D*

IWP

Tourism

Programme area
Description
Timescale 
Funding
Lead Body

Environment
Workshop with retailers, town centre managers and tourism managers to develop sustainable transport
A
n/a
HEP: Transport Group

Learning
Training of personnel for Tourism/Hospitality area
A
2*£400k
Southern Tourist Board

Business
A county-wide tourism survey to establish the volume and value of tourism in Hampshire 
A
£50,000
HEP Tourism Group

Business
A tourism marketing consortium for defence heritage visitor attractions to increase visitor numbers
B
£170,000
HEP Tourism Group

Tourism (cont)

Rural
A long distance Trail from Winchester to Mont St Michel via Portsmouth and Barfleur.  Potential to extend to other parts of Hampshire and 'package' with accommodation providers and public transport info, as well as providing links to nearby visitor attractions
C
£150,000
Hampshire County Council

Rural
Consortium to promote the South East as the place for walking
B
£50,000
SE England Tourist Board

Rural
A tourism consortium to promote group visits to 40 gardens, mainly in rural areas
A

Hampshire County Council

Environment
LA21 Tourism Kit
B
n/a
NFDC

Rural
 Help for speciality food producers and promotion  of added value tourism
B
£50,000
HEP Tourism Group

Learning
Basic skills and work placements for new entrants to Tourism industry
B

STB


Cowes 2001 (series of events linked to America’s Cup and centenary of Queen Victoria’s death)
B

IWP


Cowes Yacht Haven (enhancement of Marina facilities) (International Cowes Project)
A/B

IWP


Activities and Events Programme (walking/sailing/cycling)
A

IW Tourism


Centralised Holiday Booking Service, and Networked Accommodation Booking project
A/B

IW Tourism


Yachting Centre of Excellence Promotion (IW/regional promotional initiative for coastal)
B*

IWP, IW Tourism + region


Resort Regeneration Programmes (Coastal area regeneration)
B*

IWP + region


Rural Business Support Programme (see Rural Section)
A-D

IWP

Rural

Programme area
Description
Timescale
Funding
Lead Body

Rural
Hampshire Fare, County-wide association to promote local food, drink and crafts
A
£50,000 p.a.
 Hampshire Fare

Rural
 ICT on-line rural business support, marketing and e-commerce systems through INFOVILLE and TourISt projects (see 1.3 above), including for farmhouse and small rural guesthouse/B&B establishments
B
n/a
 Hampshire County Council

Rural
Farmers'  Markets. A co-ordinated programme of Farmers' Markets in various market towns from April 2000 - Dec 2000
B
£85,000
 Hampshire County Council

Rural
Hog The Limelight. A project to assist village hall promoters present high quality shows in their villages
A
£70,000 p.a.
Hampshire County Council

Rural
To conserve and improve Forests, while at the same time encouraging people to get out and enjoy their local countryside
D
£100,000
HCC

Rural
To encourage economic growth in the hazel coppice industry
D
£40,000
HCC

Rural
To develop positive initiatives to encourage a sustainable commoning and farming community which supports the special qualities of the New Forest
B
n/a
New Forest Committee

Rural
Village Shops development scheme
B
£80,000
Community Action Hampshire


Rural Development Programme: Projects ranging from workspace provision to community capacity building (full list available but not annexed here)
A,B,C,D*

IWP


Rural Business Development and  Diversification: Sunshine Fayre and Origin Approved schemes (Island origin Fine Products labelling, programme of management/ business skills training and product development support)
A,B,C,D*

IWP


Farmer’s Markets: Promotion of rural produce
A-D

IWC

Business

Programme area
Description
Timescale
Funding
Lead Body

Business
Skills survey of local employers to determine need
A
n/a
CSERA

Business
Commercial training programme
A
n/a
P+SEHCCI

Business
Build on Marine Industry Feasibility Study to explore use of existing resources across a wider range of activities within the Ocean Valley concept
A
n/a
GBC

Business
Pre start up training
A
£100,000
Enterprise Agencies

Business
Schools Entrepreneurship Programme
B
£1m
Young Enterprise

Business
Technology Diversification Centre
A
£86,000
HBC

Business
New product ideas compete for prizes in cash & professional support before exhibiting in UK's largest exhibition
A
£80,000
XXX

Business
To develop a business support centre, including innovation centre and High Tech Enterprise Centre
B
£3.5m
Havant Borough Council

Business
Workshop facilities and innovation centre
C
£1.2m
Havant Borough Council

Business
Advice on start-ups/small business development
A
£9,500 pa
South West Hampshire Enterprise Agency

Business
Provision of Chamber of Commerce 'outreach' Business Support facility
B
£2,500 pa
Southampton and Fareham Chamber of Commerce

Business
Provision of employee database, property and other socio-economic information
A
£6,000 pa
NFDC

Business
Developing on-line service for purchase and downloading Hampshire Business Database
A
£5,000
Hampshire County Council

Business
Developing on-line Start Your Own Business Advisory Service for SMEs (part of INFOVILLE project - see 1.3 below)
A
£5,000
Hampshire County Council

Business
Interactive Web based Geographical Information Systems for business information and business conference services
A
£5000
Hampshire County Council

Business
 Hampshire Ambassadors, "Inside Hampshire Business", programme, looking at various aspects of Best Practice -cross sector
B
£20,000
Hampshire County Council

Business
'Meet the Buyer' events
A
£2,500 pa
NFDC

Business (cont.)

Business
Business Advice & Support: Start-up, Microbusiness, and Growth Potential Business counselling, advice and support
Ongoing

IWP

Business
International Trade Support: Export counselling and strategy development for business.

Centre of Excellence for UK trading with Middle East (Bahrain).
Ongoing

IWP

Business
Specialist Business Support Services: Counselling, support and sector development (training etc) in Tourism, Marketing, E:Commerce and Rural business support areas
Ongoing

IWP

Environment

Programme area
Description
Timescale (earliest)
Funding
Lead Body

Environment
Waste Minimisation Club
A
n/a
Southampton Env Centre

Environment
Employers guide to staff travel plans. To form business forum to promote green travel
A
n/a
P+SEHCCI

Environment
Business Environment Forum
A
n/a
P+SEHCCI

Environment
Fratton Goods Yard, Tipner, Hillsea Lines, etc

n/a


Environment
Prepare and publish a business guide on Staff Commuter Plans
A
£2,500
HEP: Transport Group

Environment
Intelligent Transport Systems
A
n/a
HCC, public transport operators

Environment
Remedial works on former landfills - restoration to beneficial use
B
£5m
HCC

Environment
Facilitate more sustainable waste management practice
C
£300K p.a
HCC on behalf of Project Integra

Environment
Dev'm't of three energy recovery incinerators at B'stoke, Portsmouth, So'ton
C
n/a
Hampshire Waste Services

Environment
Development of materials recycling facility (MRF)
B
n/a
Hampshire Waste Services

Environment
The Water in Hampshire Project  To integrate water resources and development planning more closely and (inter alia) promote initiatives to raise public awareness of water issues to reduce/manage the demand for water and reduce water pollution
B
£50,000
HCC

Environment
Safe Routes to School, Business Transport Plans
A
n/a
HCC

Environment
New Forest Transportation Study
D
n/a
HCC

Environment
Visitor Payback Scheme
B

Island 2000 Trust

Environment
Biodiversity Action Plan
A-D

IWC

Environment (cont.)

Environment
Medina Valley Sustainable Development Study
A-D

IWC

Environment
Industrial Estates Environmental Design Guide
A-B

Island 2000 Trust

Environment
Red Squirrel Research and Preservation
A-D

Wight Wildlife

Environment
Green Tips for Profit
Ongoing

IWC

Environment
Recycling/Composting Waste Programme
A-D

IWC

Environment
Ecological Footprint
B

IWC

Environment
Environment Development & Research Projects: Green Gateways; East Yar Valley; Farmed Landscapes;  Natural Assets; Elm Project;  Sustainable Tourism Strategy Inter-agency Co-operation

Public Art in Built Areas
A /B-D*

IWC,  Island 2000 Trust

Learning

Programme area
Description
Timescale
Funding
Lead Body

Learning
Employee development scheme for SMEs in Southampton. The project would target those in low skill/low wage employment in Southampton's SMEs who without upskilling/ reskilling are in danger of falling into the unemployment register.  The project would focus
D
£1.05 million
Southampton City Council

Learning
Partnership Scheme
A
n/a
UofP

Learning
IBM Degree Programme
A
n/a
UofP

Learning
Schools entrepreneurship programme covering 6-18 age range
B
n/a
Young enterprise

Learning
Employment resource and support centre direct support to find employment
A
£470,000
Havant Borough Council

Learning
Meridian Trust motor repair and boat building training
A
£158,000
Meridian Trust

Learning
Computer literacy and IT training programme
A
£1.8m
HBP

Learning
Enhanced individual learning accounts
A
£180,000
HBP

Learning
 The MOMC Project.  To create a contemporary crafts centre with extensive exhibition and education programme
B
£20-30m, HC
 HCC

Learning
 Lap Top Project.  Taking 20 lap-tops, scanners and printers into communities for adult learning
A
£50,000
 HCC

Learning
 "Art Mates", mentoring 
A
£20k pa
 HCC

Learning
 Certificate in Public Sector Management (Adult Education)
B
£8,500
 HCC

Learning (cont.)

Learning
 To improve skills in the tourist industry by running courses in customer care, food hygiene, IT etc.  The project also is running courses for unemployed people to equip them with appropriate skills to work in the tourist industry
B
£580,000 
 STB

Learning
 Formerly education in basic skills projects
A
£20,000
 HCC

Learning
 Series of Open Days for Business and schools
B
£100K
 Hampshire County Council

Learning
On-line Signposts to Learning Service including course booking and payment
A
£15,000
 Hampshire County Council

Learning
 Individuals:  extra grants provided to enable participation by those on low income or over 65, or with learning disabilities
B
£480,000
 HCC

Learning
 Learning Centre Hub
B
£1m p.a.
 HTEC

Learning
Hampshire and Solent Partnership - Learning Centre Hub including S.E. Hants local Learning Partnership
A
n/a
Hants TEC

Learning
Raising skill and confidence levels amongst the unemployed
C
£2m
P & SEHP / Ed Bus Partnership

Learning
 Best Practice in Diversification and Technology Use.
C
£188, 750
 Hampshire County Council

Learning
 Disability Equality Training for adult education staff
A
£800
 HCC

Learning
 Skills training for SMEs
B
£150,000
 IEP, Valencia

Learning
Delivery of New Deal for the Under 25s and all other New Deal programmes to help the unemployed back into work.
A
n/a
IWP

Learning
Local Labour in Construction. Delivers 250 training places annually across South East Hampshire, leading to employment in the local construction sector.  Targets unemployed in disadvantaged areas.
A-C
£950k p.a. (ESF, SRB, New Deal, TEC main programmes)
Hampshire TEC

Learning
New Options for work generating permanent jobs for unemployed local residents. 
A-B
£400k p.a. (ESF, SRB, New Deal, TEC main programmes)
Hampshire TEC

Learning
Ford Reskilling Initiative/Partnership Centre. Combines re-training of Ford production workers with the establishment of a learning centre for use by businesses and community groups.
A-B
£650k total (Ford Motor Company, TEC Discretionary Fund)
Hampshire TEC

Learning (cont.)

Learning
Campus of Engineering Excellence.  An alliance including Universityof Portsmouth, Hampshire TEC, 5 FE Colleges and 2 Engineering Training Associations in Central South Axis, upgrading engineering trtaining facilities and stimulating take up among smaller engineering businesses.  Also includes mobile learning centres.
A-B
£3.2m total (DfEE, SEEDA Skills Development Fund, Colleges, Hampshire TEC.
Hampshire TEC.

Learning
Action for Skills.  A network of education - business partnerships and lifelong learning companies, including 3 in Central South Axis.  Provides work experience, teacher placement services and employee development schemes.
A-B
£1m annually ((DfEE, TEC reserves, Local Education Authorities)
Hampshire TEC

APPENDIX 1
Tourism is a significant industry throughout the area with an increasing international clientele with particular strength in short breaks and touring holidays.  The Solent is the world’s premier yachting venue and the New Forest has recently been proposed as a national park.  There are military attractions around Portsmouth which are of international significance and the heritage and environment of areas to the north of the area are of particular importance.  In addition, the Isle of Wight has a particularly attractive rural and marine environment, some two thirds of which is covered by national and international environmental designations.

This is generally a prosperous area but it co-exists alongside significant pockets of deprivation, in Portsmouth and Southampton and also areas within Gosport and Havant.  Unemployment in Portsmouth and Southampton is significantly above the South East England average.  Average earnings in the Central South Axis are among the lowest in the South East.  Rural deprivation is also to be found in the area, particularly on the Isle of Wight which suffers from high unemployment, low wages, a predominance of seasonal and temporary jobs, low GDP and a narrow and fragile economic base.

The area is well in the forefront of innovation with Southampton University being a major research centre in engineering, opto-electronics, oceanography and Portsmouth University having a particular strength in engineering.  The significance of the Defence Evaluation and Research Agency (DERA) at Haslar and Portsdown provides major scope for defence diversification.  There are also international research and development centres at IBM Hursley, and Siemens at Roke Manor. 

The area is relatively well served by road and rail communications to London but there are problems with both road and rail communications to the north and midlands, particularly the A3 road at Hindhead.  The local authorities are undertaking world leading traffic management measures in the form of ROMANSE and proposed South Hampshire Rapid Transit System.

There are very important redevelopment opportunities, particularly in the Portsmouth Harbour area, but the release of MOD land often poses problems, both in terms of timing and the way in which it is marketed.  The port of Southampton is likely to be submitting significant port expansion proposals.  The potential of the area can be significantly improved through the establishment of network innovation/enterprise hubs harnessing the existing research and advanced engineering excellence.  This excellence is of particular significance in aerospace, defence, ICT and the maritime industries.  There are major international players in the area in the form of IBM, Marconi, Vosper Thornycroft, TI, Lockheed Martin, Siemens, British Aerospace, GKN Westland, Pascall Electronics and Trucast (part of the Vickers Group).

Southampton is a very major regional centre for business and financial services with 7,500 employed in financial services.  There are also significant finance and business services in Fareham, Eastleigh and Portsmouth.

