
SEEDA Sustainable Business Awards aim to encourage and

promote a sustainable approach to business in the South East

region through celebrating excellence, significant achievement

and through the dissemination of best practice.

MEDINA VALLEY
CENTRE

COMPANY BACKGROUND
The Medina Valley Centre is an environmental and outdoor
education centre based outside Newport on the Isle of Wight.
A primary aim of the residential Centre is to provide education
in environmental stewardship and sustainability to the next
generation of decision makers through a range of activity
courses, including geography and biology fieldwork, sail training
and walking holidays. This dedication to sustainable
development is evident in the nature of the Centre’s work. It is
also evident in its ongoing attempts to minimise its own
ecological footprint and the high quality demonstration of
numerous practical aspects of sustainable living, from which
visitors are encouraged to learn.  

Established in 1963, the centre maintains Christian traditions
and ethos, but welcomes over 2000 students annually of all
faiths and none. The property is over three acres in size and is
situated by the sheltered waters of the Medina Estuary. The
Centre employs an average of 25 staff members (with seasonal
fluctuations) including tutors who are fully qualified and
experienced teachers with special interests in geography,
biology and sail training. 

SUSTAINABILITY INITIATIVES

Water Consumption

The Centre is aware of the need to minimise water consumption
and operates reduced flush toilets. The butterfly garden is
watered from a water butt that collects rainwater. Plans are well
underway to engineer a system that will collect more rainwater
to ensure an adequate supply of untreated water to the pond
used for environmental studies. It is possible that this water
could also be used for flushing toilets. A prominent notice board
displays the water (and energy) consumption patterns per
person to illustrate resource use and encourage savings.

Waste Management

• Medina Valley Centre operates a comprehensive re-use and
recycling policy. Computers used by students have been
donated by a large company when they were being replaced
with higher specification models, thus saving money and
preventing them going to landfill or re-processing plants.

• All organic waste and garden refuse is composted on site and
then used in the garden. The compost bins are made out of
timber from old pallets and an old pontoon. An old carpet is
used to retain the heat. The refuse and recycling area’s floor
is made from discarded prison doors. There are separate bins
for the collection of glass, plastic, aluminium cans, and paper
and cardboard which are recycled locally. Printer cartridges
are returned to a charity that re-cycles them.  

• Trees and branches that need to be removed from the
gardens are re-used as far as possible. Wood is saved and
used as firewood, whilst branches are used to develop and
strengthen hedges, improving the availability of cover for
small animals and adding to the pleasing visual appearance
of the site.  

Energy

• Energy saving light bulbs are used wherever they can be
fitted and there is a policy to replace all old bulbs with low
energy ones as they need replacing. 

• The drying room is equipped with heat and occupancy
sensors to maximise energy saving. Lights are only on when
the room is in use and the heat sensors maintain the
optimum temperature. There is a system of drawing dry air
from other parts of the building to maximise drying potential
in the room.   

• Solar panels and a wind turbine provide green electricity and
hot water to the boathouse and classroom laboratories.
Energy is stored in eight capacitors and technology is being
developed to allow the boathouse to switch to mains power
when the stored energy in the deep cycle batteries runs low.
The project was supported by Landfill Tax Credit funding
from Biffaward and a local industry partner.    

KEY ACHIEVEMENTS

❖ Provides more than 2000 students annually with the 
experience of seeing aspects of sustainable living in 
use, notably through the use of renewable energy.

❖ Solar Panels provide power and hot water to laboratory
classrooms and the boathouse – students are able to 
observe the conversion of sunlight to energy.

❖ A wind turbine generates electricity - students are 
made aware of the “free” energy they use in the 
boathouse.  

❖ Provision of a comprehensive recycling and 
composting service to the local community. 

❖ Eco-Centres Award - The Centre was the first outdoor 
centre in the South of England to win the award in 
2000. This was re-assessed in October 2002 and the 
Centre can now fly its flag for a further three years. 

❖ Green Island Awards – involved in the pilot phase of 
the scheme run by SIEnA.  
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Supply Chain

Medina Valley Centre is committed to minimising its overall
impact on the environment by purchasing environmentally
friendly and locally produced goods through the Wight Green
Directory where possible.  

• Much of the food is baked on site using local produce. 

• The Centre recognises the importance of supporting the
recycled goods market and chooses these products wherever
possible, including all paper, toilet paper, hand towels, and
garden benches made from recycled plastic.

• Most cleaning products are environmentally friendly (supplied
by Ecolab) and a policy is in place to minimise the use of
other chemical cleaning products.  

• Fairtrade products, including coffee and snack bars, are
purchased wherever possible and are available as choices for
guests in the on-site shop.

Transport

• The Medina Valley Centre has a minibus, which it uses to
transport guests to and from the study sites on the island,
reducing the impact on the environment. Guests can also
arrange group transport to and from the ferry.  

• Safety cover for sail training activities is provided by boats
with 4-stroke engines to minimise fuel consumption and noise
pollution.  

• A lockable bicycle rack is planned for staff use.

Community/Other

• Aluminium can recycling raises funds for a local day centre
for people with learning difficulties.  

• The composting and recycling facility is available for
neighbours to use.  

• The Centre is well equipped for disabled visitors in the
overnight accommodation and is also accredited by the Royal
Yachting Association to provide sailing for disabled people.  

• There are various initiatives to improve biodiversity on the
site, including sensitive gardening to maintain key indicator
species, management of a pond, a butterfly garden, a nature
trail, two bat boxes and four bird boxes. The Centre also
supports the Gift to Nature scheme, which allows guests to
contribute to helping wildlife on the Isle of Wight.  

• Data is provided to the British Trust for Ornithology (bird
counts), and the Institute of Terrestrial Ecology (weekly
butterfly monitoring).   

• The education facility is the ongoing operation of an
Automatic Weather Station on the site. There is also a link to
the Dartcom WINSAT System, which receives, processes and
displays live images from geostationary and polar orbiting
satellites. In addition to using the station for educational
purposes, Medina provides weather records to the Isle of
Wight Tourist Authority free of charge.  

• The Centre maintains a working relationship with English
Nature and the Environment Agency. For example, a study,
for the Environment Agency, was conducted into the
mechanical damage on the surface of intertidal habitats by
chain and buoy moorings in the Medina Estuary.

• The Centre supports local environmental initiatives and has
participated in a river restoration project in Newport. It is
also involved in an environmental education programme for
all the Island’s schools.

Planned Initiatives

• Principles of sustainable design and construction are to be
implemented in the building of an office extension and new
common room in 2003, and further upgrading of residential
accommodation in 2004.

• A water collection facility is being built to allow for larger
amounts of rainwater to be collected – this will be used for
filling the pond, watering the garden and possibly toilet
flushing.  

• The Centre is investigating the purchase of a dual-fuel
minibus.

Awards

• Eco-Centres Green Flag Award 2000 – the first outdoor centre
in the south of England to win the Award. A re-assessment in
October 2002 has resulted in a second flag being awarded.  

• Have been assessed in the pilot phase of the Green Islands
Awards (a SIEnA initiative).

CONTACT

Peter W Savory
Executive Director
Dr Roger Herbert
Director of Field Studies
Medina Valley Centre
Dodnor Lane
Newport Isle of Wight
PO30 5TE
T: 01983 522195
E: info@medinavalleycentre.org.uk

For further information about the SEEDA Sustainable
Business Awards please contact Tanya Mennie 
Tel: 01483 484278, Email: tanyamennie@seeda.co.uk
or visit SEEDA’s website: www.seeda.co.uk
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