
Regional Development Agencies at the 
heart of Women’s Enterprise Development

PAM ALEXANDER
Chief Executive 

South East England Development Agency

Prowess 4th Annual International Conference

7th February 2007, Brighton



www.seeda.co.uk

Lapper and Nelson

Be inspired!
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But still a long way to go
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1. Driving the Agenda Forward: 
The Women’s Enterprise Task Force

2. Delivery Framework: 
The Role of RDAs

3. Women’s Enterprise in 2007: 
Priorities for the future; action today

Outline
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� Gender gap in entrepreneurship has narrowed 
– because male activity has dropped!

� Gap is narrowest for start ups; wider as value 
increases

� Biggest gender gap is in 18-24 year old age group

� Nearly twice the number of female use a new 
technology

� Women seek on average £10k to start up; men £15k

Driving the agenda forward

Driving the Agenda Forward · Delivery Framework · Women’s Enterprise in 2007
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� Inspire and harness the talents and skills of 
potential women entrepreneurs

� Encourage women entrepreneurs to prosper

� Achieve a change in attitudes and behaviour 
across Whitehall and the City

The Women’s Enterprise Task Force
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The Women’s Enterprise Task Force
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� Foundation through regional strategies

� Challenging targets

Delivery Framework

Driving the Agenda Forward · Delivery Framework · Women’s Enterprise in 2007



www.seeda.co.uk

Different approaches in different places

Driving the Agenda Forward · Delivery Framework · Women’s Enterprise in 2007
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� The regions have Strategic Frameworks and 
Resources in place

� We have a baseline…

� …now is the time for delivery to create a 
culture change that will see the quantity and 
quality of women-owned businesses

Women’s Enterprise in 2007
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� High level leadership

� Advocacy

� Media

� Traction across Whitehall

� Business Support

� Business Growth

� Networks

� Finance

� Data

Key areas for action in 2007
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