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Women in Business
reflect on their successes

Women in the South East 

tell their stories on setting 

up their own businesses,

lessons learned and 

overcoming barriers.

ELEMENT S

Of BU S I N E S S

S UCCE S S

What makes a person an entrepreneur?
How do you recognise an entrepreneur?
How do you know if you are one?

There could be a misconception that being an entrepreneur 
is only for an elite number of people; people who develop 
a business idea, and reach Richard Branson or Anita Roddick 
heights of status and achievement. The truth is - anyone 
can be an entrepreneur! If you’ve got a great idea, and the
determination to make it happen, then you’re already part 
way there.

Women, more so than men, often face barriers like identifying
sources of effective business advice and support, knowing how
and where to access finance and finding ways to combine caring
and domestic responsibility.This is recognised in the South East 
as a missed opportunity for women and for the economy and
SEEDA with its partners is working to provide women friendly
business support within these areas.
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The regions Business Links are able
to provide information and help to
new and existing businesses.There are
six Business Links located around the
South East – Surrey, Kent, Hampshire
and the Isle of Wight, Berkshire,
Sussex, Milton Keynes, Oxfordshire
and Buckinghamshire.They can give
impartial business advice and signpost
you to service providers who meet
your needs.You can contact them 
on 0845 600 9 006 or find your local
office at www.businesslink.gov.uk

The Enterprise Gateway Network
is a joint initiative developed by the
South East England Development
Agency (SEEDA) and the South East
Business Links.There are currently 
16 operational Enterprise Gateways 
all run by Gateway Directors and
supported by a business champion 
and local community groups.

Enterprise Gateways promote 
a culture of enterprise and self
employment, particularly amongst
disadvantaged individuals and groups.
The Gateway Director provides
intensive business guidance, signposting
and support to give clients the
confidence and skills they need to
revitalise their working opportunities
and thereby, their lives.

The South East England
Development Agency (SEEDA)
is a government funded agency set up
in 1999 responsible for the economic
and social development of the South
East. SEEDA and its partners are
working at realising the potential 
of Women’s Enterprise in the South 
East, which will not only make a
significant contribution in rivalling the
world’s most competitive regions, but
will transform the lives of individual
women, their families and communities
particularly in disadvantaged areas.
Find out more about Women’s
Enterprise in the South East at
www.womensenterprisesoutheast.co.uk

Involvement >Jan Driver,
The Beehiveat Shalden,Hampshire

Jan took over the Beehive
Montessori Nursery School four
years ago as part of a management
buy-out when it was performing
poorly.It has recently gained a 
very good Ofsted report which 
had previously never been achieved.

Vitality >Debbie Bradford,
Goodwood Recycling,Oxfordshire

Goodwood Recycling Ltd is a new
company providing a waste disposal
service for organisations and
domestic users who generate large
amounts of green woody waste.

Patience >Hazel Tan,
ChinaÕsSecret Teas,Berkshire

China’sSecret Teas is based in
Hazel’s home and imports specialist
Chinese teas,retailing them direct 
to the consumer on the web,as
well as wholesale to specialist delis
and luxury department stores.

Serenity >Loretta Walpole,
Pregalicious,Kent

Pregalicious is a shop in Maidstone
designed solely for the expectant
mother,stocking a range of
fashionable styles with friendlystaff
on hand to give customers advice.

Strength > Valerie Corfield,
Dorking Dogs,Surrey

Valerie Corfield has been running
Dorking Dogs since December
2004 but,before that,she worked
full-time for a large insurance
company.She trained to groom
Springer Spaniels to look after 
her own dog,and now runs her
own dog grooming business.

Enlightenment >Louise Taylor,
Iona JetteÕsMotivational Arts
Company,East Sussex

Louise’s company delivers
performance and healing arts
courses and talks which entertain,
educate and enlighten through 
the power of comedy.
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