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Representatives of the Joint Europe Committee visited South East England House (SEEH) on 18 March 2003.  The purpose of the visit was to allow Joint Europe Committee members to view SEEH arrangements, meet the staff employed in Brussels and consider some of the operational and strategic issues surrounding South East England House.  The programme for the day covered the following:

· setting the scene (background, purpose and operations);

· role of SEEH in implementing the South East European Strategy;

· SEEH input to the South East position on future of Structural Funds;

· working lunch with South East MEPs;

· joint working and enhanced co-operation;

· a typical week in the life of SEEH.

The visit was considered a most useful opportunity for Joint Europe Committee members to understand the inner workings of the region’s Brussels Office.  The meeting also allowed for an exchange of views about the current operational arrangements which were agreed in December 1999 and implemented from March 2000.  SEEH brings together the interests of the regional bodies with sub-regional partners representing a wide range of organisations and issues.  Members recognised the immense progress that had been made over the last three years and the excellent work of the officers of SEEH.  It was suggested that the Joint Europe Committee may wish to make a return visit to SEEH in twelve months’ time for further briefing and an update.

The primary issue for consideration at this meeting of the Joint Europe Committee is the SEEH Draft Business Plan 2003-05.  The Brussels Officers have collectively agreed the attached draft which will be finalised by SPG at its next meeting.  Marie Dancourt-Cavanagh, (Head of Kent Brussels Office), will attend this meeting of the Joint Europe Committee to present the Business Plan to members.  The Committee is invited to comment on the Business Plan so that SPG is able to take account of these views before finalising the Business Plan.

The Joint Europe Committee is invited to COMMENT on the Draft Business Plan 2003 – 2005.

Barry Deller

Chairman

SEEH Partnership Group
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