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UK Delegation priorities 2003: request for policy briefings 

Introduction
The Commission's Work Programme was published at the end of October 2003.  The UK delegation agreed its priorities for 2003 at its meeting in December.  The Contact Group met at the same time and discussed the issue of briefings and lack of time to input into UK delegation briefings.  The Contact Group agreed that most of the policy briefing could be done in advance.  The Secretariat agreed to send out a paper, following the first cycle of Commission meetings, to request general policy briefings, from the Contact Group, that could be included in subsequent UK briefings.
The Contact Group
The Contact Group is the point of contact between the UK Secretariat and the nominating bodies:

· to receive information from the Secretariat, and 
· to ensure that the sub member states dimensions is reflected in the work of the UK Delegations and briefings.

The contact group is made up of:

· the English regions
· the Northern Ireland Assembly

· the Northern Ireland Local Government Association (NILGA)
· the Scottish Parliament

· the Scottish Executive

· Convention of Scottish Local Authorities (CoSLA)

· the National Assembly for Wales

· the Welsh Local Government Association
UK Priorities by CoR Commission

Commission for Territorial Cohesion (COTER)

· Progress of the 2nd Report on social and economic cohesion

· 3rd report on social and economic cohesion

· Green Paper on a new spatial policy for Europe

· Sustainable tourism
· Outlook report on simplification
· Own initiative report on territorial cohesion
Follow up to previous work programmes

· Follow up to the Review of the Common Transport Policy
· Follow up to the Future of Tourism Strategy

Commission for European Economic and Social Model (ECOS)

· State Aid reforms

· Services of general interest

· Green Paper on public/private partnerships

· Social inclusion report 2003

· Progress towards a better business environment

· Revision of the European Employment Strategy

Follow up to previous work programmes

· Regulation on establishing the European Observatory for Racism and Xenophobia

Commission for Sustainable Development (DEVE)

· Environmental impact of electrical and electronic equipment

· Pan European environmental strategy

· Access to environmental information (Aarhus convention)

· Environmental targets for transport

· Protection of groundwater

· Thematic urban environmental strategy

· Follow up to the WSSD (local energy management)

· Integrated strategy on the prevention, Intervention and response to natural, technological and other risks.

· Directive on public purchasing of energy efficient and clean vehicles; and

· Directive on the energy efficient public purchasing of goods and services.

Follow up to previous work programmes

· Mid-term review of the CAP

· Directive on Foot and Mouth Disease. 

· CFP reform: Governance and the Regional Advisory Councils.

Commission for Education & Culture (EDUC)

· Post 2006 EU action programme on education
Follow up to previous work programmes

· Action plan for the promotion of linguistic diversity and language learning.

· Communication on the new European Research Area.

· E-government initiatives in local and regional authorities.
Commission for Constitutional Affairs & European Governance (CONST)

· Convention on the Future of Europe and next IGC
· Annual report on subsidiarity, proportionality and better regulation

· Citizen’s Europe: illegal immigration
Follow up to previous work programmes

· Follow-up to the White Paper on governance

Commission for External Relations (RELEX)

· Enlargement

· European return programme

· Resettlement schemes

· Communication on immigration and economic and social policies.

· WTO negotiations
Follow up to previous work programmes

· Capacity building in the accession states.

Policy briefings
Comments on all or any of the above areas would be welcome and should be sent as soon as possible to the UK Secretariat so that they can be incorporated into the briefing process.
CONST, DEVE, and RELEX commissions
David Lynch
david.lynch@lgib.gov.uk

020 7664 3124
COTER, ECOS and EDUC commissions
Jasbir Jhas
jasbir.jhas@lgib.gov.uk

020 7664 3114
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