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______________________________________________________________

The European Commission adopted a package of proposals to reform the Common Agricultural Policy (CAP) on 22nd January 2003.

DEFRA consulted on these and the consultation finished at the end of February.  Negotiations are still ongoing with the European Commission with a view to come to an agreement in June 2003 at the meeting of the Council of Agriculture and Fisheries Ministers.  The intention is for implementation in January 2004.  Details of CAP reform can be found on the DEFRA website.

Although the formal process of consultation is finished DEFRA still holds regular meetings with key stakeholders and views could still be fed in through such meetings.

SEEDA is proposing to hold a seminar with the local authorities in the region to discuss CAP reform and the potential implications for the South East region.  The proposal is to hold it in Buckinghamshire as soon a possible with the County Council providing a venue at Green Park near Wendover.  Speakers would include representatives from DEFRA and the Government Office for the South East.

Valerie Carter

Rural Sector Director
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