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I am a freelance management consultant. My background is in information management, electronics and ICT. I am an active member of the Federation of Small Businesses (FSB) and I have a particular interest in economic development, especially with regard to the role of small businesses within the national economy. This encompasses not only economic issues but also the relationship of businesses to the social and cultural activities in the community. I led an FSB study into the small business economy in Oxfordshire, carried out by Oxfordshire Economic Observatory through Oxford Brookes University, and published in March 2007. For the last 3 years my business activities have involved setting up small business networks (e.g. OxIT, www.bobexit.co.uk ) with the basic aim of enabling them to increase business and sales. 
1
Early Life:
Born April 1947 Dhule (India)

Son of a Senior Civil Servant (Foreign & Commonwealth Office)

Parents moved to Africa in 1948 after India’s Independence

Brought up in; Northern Rhodesia (now Zambia), Southern Rhodesia (now Zimbabwe), Nyasaland (now Malawi)

2
Education:


· Mount Pleasant High School, Salisbury, Rhodesia (Now Harare, Zimbabwe)

· Welbeck College (Army 6th Form College for people intending to pursue careers as officers in the technical branches of the British Army)
· Royal Military Academy, Sandhurst

· Royal Military College of Science, Shrivenham – BSc. Engineering (Electronics & Telecommunications)
· Professional:  Chartered Engineer (MIEE)

3.
Career:

· British Army ( Royal Corps of Signals) 1967 - 1988, retired in the rank of Major

· 1980 
Army Technical Staff College - Shrivenham

· 1981 
Army Command & Staff College – Camberley

· 1982-1983 
Active Service in Northern Ireland

· 1984 - 1985 
Commanded 229 Signal Squadron (Berlin)
· 1986 - 1988
Head of Projects, HQ Northern Army Group, NATO.
· 1988 - 1990
-
Software Sciences Limited (Principal Consultant)

· 1990 - 1996
-
PA Consulting Group (Principal Consultant)

· 1996 - 1997
-
BT Syncordia Outsourcing Services


Contract Director - Apple Computing European Customer Support

· 1997 - 2000
-
Sema Group UK - Head of Network Services

· 2000- 2002
-
Set up OptimOSS Ltd – a start-up company providing outsource network 


management services

· 2002 - Date
-
Set up Alexander Lovatt Associates Ltd – a consultancy  specialising in


knowledge & information management and ICT services

4.
Marital Status:  Married to Monica (3 Children: Kate (35), Liz (33), and James (29)). 
5.
Interests:
Riding, walking, rugby, reading, politics, travel, business and history

6.
Activities:
Federation of Small Businesses:

· National Councillor (Regional Director), Thames Valley  (Oxon, Bucks & Berks) Region 

· Vice Chairman FSB South East Policy Unit 
· FSB Local Government Policy Sub-Committee.

· FSB Trade & Industry Policy Sub-Committee.

