Annex 1


Draft SFG Communiqué

Launch of the Regional Sustainability Framework 

The Sustainable Futures Group (SFG), on behalf of the region, is pleased to announce the launch of the Regional Sustainability Framework (RSF). The RSF sets out a vision of a sustainable South East. Acting now to achieve this vision offers a real opportunity to secure a better quality of life for everyone. To support this, the RSF sets out principles and priorities that need to be at the heart of each of our decisions. The RSF updates the 2004 Integrated Regional Framework.   
Sustainable Development

The goal of sustainable development is to enable everyone to satisfy their basic needs and enjoy a better quality of life, without compromising future generations’ quality of life. Achieving this goal offers significant benefits for the South East, although failing to act now will bring costs. All regional bodies support this principle and it is vital that we work towards our shared goal in a joined up and transparent fashion. 
What is the RSF?

The RSF sets a common vision, 25 objectives and 4 priorities that will help guide sustainable development in the South East. All regional strategies and policies should follow RSF principles to ensure the actions of all South East organisations contribute to a consistent vision of our sustainable future.

The RSF contains a Sustainability Appraisal guide that aims to encourage regional and local organisations, businesses and community groups to review their own plans and strategies against the framework. This will help ensure sustainable development objectives are integrated into all our actions.  

Regular monitoring of RSF objectives will show our progress towards sustainable development.

The RSF Vision

Our vision is:

A socially and economically strong, healthy and just South East that respects the limits of the global environment. 
Achieving this will require the active involvement of all individuals to deliver a society where everyone, including the most deprived, benefits from and contributes to a better quality of life. At the same time the impact of current high levels of resource use will be reduced and the quality of the environment will be maintained and enhanced.

Four priorities

The RSF identifies four priorities. These are areas where the South East is underperforming and action is urgently required to achieve our vision:

· Achieving sustainable levels of resource use

· Reducing greenhouse gas emissions associated with the region

· Ensuring that the South East is prepared for the inevitable impacts of climate change

· Ensuring that the most deprived people also have an equal opportunity to benefit from and contribute to a better quality of life.

These priorities will be kept under review by the SFG. This reflects the need for the region to be able to adapt to future pressures.

The Sustainable Futures Group

We can only deliver the South East’s priorities and objectives if regional and local bodies and individuals work together to ensure RSF principles are reflected in their behaviour, plans, decisions and actions. The SFG was set up in 2007 to help achieve this by supporting the South East’s approach to sustainable development.  
The aims of the SFG are to:

· Appraise the region's performance
· Target key sustainable development priorities within the region and commend them to the regional bodies
· Act as an advocate and champion for sustainability throughout the region
· Tackle key obstacles and barriers to sustainable development.

To achieve these aims and to support the delivery of sustainable development the SFG will:
· Regularly review the region’s performance
· Advise the region on the sustainable development implications of European, national, regional and local policy  

· Identify and target the key ‘influencers’ within the region to persuade them to become ambassadors for sustainable development.
SFG Membership

Members of SFG are selected for their technical expertise and include representatives from GOSE, SEEDA and the Assembly, as well as stakeholders including environmental and voluntary groups, the health and business sector and a local authority representative. The group is chaired by Ian Christie, an independent researcher, consultant and lecturer on sustainable development.
� This includes a consideration of greenhouse gas emissions that result from production within the region and the emissions from goods and services consumed within the South East wherever they come from. WWF (2006) Ecological Budget UK - Counting consumption
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