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ITEM 2
PROGRESS ON THE RURAL RES IP AND GOVERNANCE
Recommendation

The Board is invited to NOTE the progress made to: 

· Streamline delivery arrangements and achieve more coordinated and mainstreamed rural action, including taking into account the role of local authorities under SNR.  This has some minor implications for SEEDA Board members. 
· Achieve better evidence on and understanding of how well current and planned policies and action are impacting on the economic, social and environmental health of rural areas. 




Background

1. At the Board meeting on 6 December 2007 Poul Christensen as the Rural Board member updated the Board on work in hand to streamline rural delivery arrangements at the regional level.
Progress since December
2. Work is well in hand to create a single Rural Board, which will as a first step subsume the functions of the SEEDA-led Rural Advisory Committee and the GOSE-led SE Rural Partnership.  The Board will be formed as soon as possible in the next financial year, under an independent chairman.  An interim Board, chaired by Poul Christensen, is overseeing progress.   A key success measure for this new Board will be the extent to which it is able to make stronger links with Local Authorities.   
3. It is planned that the SE Rural Affairs Forum will also be streamlined: it will meet less frequently but will provide the basis – along with strengthened County Rural Fora – for expert groups to advise the new Board.  
4. Action is in hand in parallel, as part of RES Implementation, to develop better evidence about the economic, social and environmental impact of current policies and RES actions.  This will allow us better to target SEEDA interventions and funding, and to demonstrate trends and impacts.   The work will help answer the questions asked by Board members at the December meeting on affordable housing and job creation.  
Implications of the governance changes for SEEDA Board responsibilities
5. The Rural Advisory Committee included external partners, and reported to the SEEDA Board via the Rural Board Member (an appointment required by Defra) supported by a SEEDA Rural Committee (John Peel and Fiona Pollard until her departure).  With the creation of the Sustainable Prosperity Directorate and Board members with a SP portfolio, we already have Board members that address rural issues alongside the other elements of the Sustainable Prosperity Directorate.  It would therefore be inappropriate to re-create a separate rural Committee, but rather to draw on the expertise of the SP Board leads as and when appropriate.     
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