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ITEM 9
STATUTORY PLANNING ROLE 
Recommendation

1. The Board is invited to APPROVE the revised criteria for planning applications of regional economic significance as set out in Annex 2.
Background

2. SEEDA has been a statutory consultee on planning applications of regional economic significance since June 2004.  Local Planning Authorities (LPAs) are required to consult with the Agency in accordance with a set of Notification Criteria which are attached in Annex 1.
3. The remit of SEEDA’s statutory role is to enhance delivery of the RES and the promotion of sustainable economic development through the planning system.  In the light of the new RES it is opportune to revise the criteria to reflect the aims and objectives highlighted in the RES and to improve the scope and focus of the criteria.

4. The current criteria reflect the geographical focus of the previous RES which did not cover the entire region. Examples of which included Growth Areas, priority areas for regeneration (primarily along the coast) and strategic infrastructure projects.  The new RES, with its emphasis on sub-regional economic contours and Diamonds for Investment and Growth justifies a need for comprehensive coverage of the region.  It is intended that for housing and commercial schemes the threshold of 10,000 sq metres or 10 hectares will remain the same. The Regional Assembly has recently (November 2006) revised their notification criteria and it would improve consistency and avoid confusion for LPAs if SEEDA’s criteria were similar. 
5. Additional criteria have therefore been added to SEEDA’s previous list.  The additions include tourism and leisure schemes (including large casinos); health facilities (such as large hospitals), education facilities (such as universities), minerals (crucial for raw materials for housing delivery) and waste applications (eg incinerators) and water facilities (eg new reservoirs and waste water plants).  All of these additional categories have direct implications for the RES.  The exceptions would be park and ride schemes and nature conservation schemes which have less implications for RES delivery.  The proposed new criteria are attached as Annex 2
6. Local Authorities also have the discretion under the legislation to refer planning applications to SEEDA for informal or non-statutory consultation.  These are reflected in the statistics produced annually for DCLG which records the number of pre-application discussion, statutory and non-statutory applications. The report of June 2006 is attached as Annex 3.
7. The role of statutory consultee is now fully embedded in the work of the Agency and part of our strategic engagement with local authorities.  It is also a key part of our Strategic Added Value activities and important in our ongoing work to embed the RES in development decisions (see also RES Implementation Plan).

8. This is a key component in ensuring SEEDA is effective at influencing planning in the region to secure sustainable economic development. The recent appearances by SEEDA at the South East Plan Examination in Public are an important example of how SEEDA can seek to influence regional and sub regional planning issues where they affect economic decisions.  The activities outlined in this report will further develop this important role.
9. The statutory consultee role also applies (since the 2004 Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act) to RSS documents and emerging Local Development Framework documents this ensures that SEEDA has an influence over the content of planning policy documents.  SEEDA is automatically consulted on these documents so no decision is required by the Board on criteria.
10. Currently SEEDA receives approximately 50 applications a year.  It is expected that this figure will rise.  In order to cope with the rise in applications the team’s staffing level will also rise.  Currently the statutory planning function is handled by one part time (30 hours a week) Regional Planner.  With the appointment six months ago of a Head of Planning this has freed up the planning workload.  It is also intended to appoint a planning assistant to help with the anticipated rise in workload resulting from the new notification criteria.
11. In terms of reporting procedure, following the departure of Paul Hudson last year the planning role in SEEDA has transferred from the Development and Infrastructure Division to Strategy and Sustainability.  The Head of Planning is now the primary signatory for response letters to Local Authorities.
Author:
Jane Griffin
Date:

16 March 2007
Tel:

01483 470197 
Page 1 of 2

