Summary of Consultations received April 2005 to March 2006
In accordance with Article 10(1)(zc) of the Town and Country Planning (General Development Procedure) (England) (Amendment) Order 2003
 the South East England Development Agency became a statutory consultee on planning applications with effect from 1st June 2004.

In accordance with Circular 08/2005 (Guidance on Changes to the Development Control System) statutory consultees are required to report annually to the Secretary of State on their performance in meeting the statutory deadline.  This is the first report.
1. Volume of consultations received

There were no formal requests received from prospective developers at pre-application stage though several informal meetings took place with landowners etc about the economic development implications of major projects.  The Agency is currently producing a brochure which will be sent to LPA’s and developers to encourage contact with SEEDA in advance of submitting an application.  

SEEDA was consulted on and responded to 42 applications. 35 of these were statutory applications and 7 were non statutory. The Agency received the highest number of applications during the months of January and February 2006. 
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2. Type of proposals consulted on
The majority of consultations received were mixed use developments, although the Agency also received a high number of infrastructure consultations. There were only a small number of solely residential applications.
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The context for SEEDA responding to consultations is the criteria formally adopted by the Board, and attached at Appendix 1.  The RES is the policy framework within which SEEDA’s responses are prepared.
3. Consultations received by regional priority
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The highest number of consultations received related to the Growth Area priorities ie Thames Gateway, Ashford and Milton Keynes/South Midlands. 
4. Time taken in responding to applications statutory time period for responses.

	 
	Number of Applications
	%

	Within 21 days
	14
	33.3%

	Longer than 21 days
	25
	59.5%

	NFA
	3*
	7.1%

	Total
	42
	 


*NFA (No further action) - due to SEEDA owned sites.
The 25 instances where the 21 day deadline for response was not met were primarily due to lack of professional planning staff resources.  However in all cases the LPA was contacted and an extension of time was granted.  In accordance with Para. 51 of the Circular therefore, in all cases the agreed deadline was met.
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