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COMPREHENSIVE SPENDING REVIEW 2007:

SOUTH EAST SUBMISSION 

Recommendation

The Board is invited to formally AGREE the key points for inclusion in SEEDA’s joint submission with the Regional Assembly, on behalf of the region, and to consider the questions set out at paragraph 3.
Background

1. In June of this year, Treasury Minister John Healey wrote to chairs of Regional Development Agencies and Regional Assemblies, inviting them to submit joint evidence and advice to the Government for the 2007 Comprehensive spending Review.  The key elements of this invitation were that:

i. Advice should build on priorities within Regional Funding Allocations submitted in January 2006, and the evidence base developed for Regional Economic Strategies and Regional Spatial Strategies (e.g. the South East Plan);

ii. Advice should focus on how to better utilise  existing levels of public expenditure to achieve the Government’s regional economic performance and regeneration targets;

iii. Advice should be concentrated on public spending areas of relevance to the Government’s regional growth and regeneration objectives;
iv. In particular, advice should be framed in terms of the Government’s regional growth framework, i.e. the five drivers of productivity (enterprise, skills, innovation, investment and competition) and employment.

2. SEEDA and Regional Assembly staff have collaborated in the process of early drafting, aided by GOSE and the LSC and a virtual network of local and regional stakeholders (including the South East County Leaders).  The attached draft is the version prepared for the Assembly Executive Committee meeting on 15 September, and will certainly develop further prior to submission to the Government by 30 September. Given the summer break, this timetable has been much more challenging than that followed for the Regional Emphasis document in 2004. In part, there has not been time for the high level discussions between regional partners that accompanied the process in 2004.
3. Although the attached draft response represents good progress more remains to be done. A verbal update at the Board meeting will outline the remaining issues following discussion at the Assembly Executive meeting. In considering the current draft, Board members are asked to consider how we can best finalise the submission to:
i. Reflect the Government’s terms of reference as set out in paragraph 1 above
ii. Reflect the key challenges for the region as evidenced in the Regional Economic Strategy
iii. Capture the key actions necessary in the region to address the drivers of productivity and employment
iv. Put forward specific, distinctive and innovative regional solutions to the challenge of addressing these issues within existing levels of public expenditure
Paul Lovejoy

Executive Director of Strategy and Sustainability

Tel 01483 484223
Page 1 of 2

