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SOUTH EAST ENGLAND DEVELOPMENT AGENCY

BOARD MEETING ON 5 MAY 2006
ITEM 8
RURAL INNOVATION & ENTERPRISE
Recommendation

The Board is invited to NOTE the SEEDA work carried out to support rural businesses.  
Background

1. The Board will recall that a presentation on SEEDA’s support to rural communities was given in May 2005 and that a paper on support for rural businesses was due to follow.
Introduction

2. A presentation will be made at the Board meeting summarising the main actions. Copies of the presentation will be available at the meeting

3. More than 80% of the region is rural (as defined by Defra).  There are 109,000 businesses based in the region’s rural areas; in small rural towns, villages and the countryside.  Only 18,000 of them are farms.

The presentation headings will be as follows
4. Rural based businesses 

· Enterprise Hubs / Gateways

· Business Links 
· Sector approach – highlighting rural tourism specifically

· Use of redundant buildings in areas of most need
5. Land-based sector

· Importance of land management to maintain and manage the landscape

· Existing agreed strategies and action plans agreed: Sustainable Farming and Food: Regional Forestry Framework

· Regional private sector group

· Agriculture sectors

· Farm diversification

· Food groups: gaps in the food chain 
· Public procurement 

· Forestry/woodland products – grid shell centre of excellence in East Sussex
· Opportunities through bioscience/new crops/innovation work

· Green skills - heritage

· Biomass task force 
· Sponsorship of events/publicity etc
6. Changes within SEEDA
· New EU programme - and new staff
· Setting up a new Rural Business team within Business and International Division
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