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SCIENCE & INNOVATION

Recommendation

To NOTE progress on the implementation of SEEDA’s Innovation Action plan (summarised in Annex 1), and to ADVISE on our lead role response to the Science and innovation framework 2004-2014: next steps, and finally RDA input on Innovation to CSR 2007.
Science and innovation framework 2004-2014: next steps 
1. As lead RDA, SEEDA provided advice to the Treasury for the budget, which included the importance of improving coordination between national and regional frameworks on innovation, and several specific recommendations. Much of this advice appears in the government consultation document Science and innovation framework 2004-2014: next steps published with the budget by HMT, DfES, DTI and the DoH. 

2.  The Science and innovation framework 2004-2014: next steps document seeks responses to questions, many of which have a regional dimension, in five areas. SEEDA will lead a response on the following three areas:
i. Maximising the impact of science on innovation. including:
a. How can national and regional policies work together more effectively to increase innovation and business-university collaboration in the regions?
b. Building on the Lambert Review, how can a wider spectrum of business-university interaction be encouraged, spreading best practice across different regions and sectors?
ii. Improving research councils effectiveness. One part of specific interest to SEEDA, is that the government wishes to get the most out of large scale facilities, and has decided that the Harwell site, (which includes Rutherford Appleton Laboratories and Diamond), and Daresbury should become the Daresbury and Harwell Science and Innovation Campuses. 
iii. Improving the supply of scientists - the government is announcing new measures designed to speed up progress. There is little reference to the role that RDAs are playing where there are several areas of market failure in developing the skills for innovation. We need to demonstrate in our response how RDAs can play a catalytic role to address these market failures, encouraging good and effective practice across all regions.
Comprehensive Spending Review 2007
2. SEEDA will also lead on coordinating RDA input to the Comprehensive Spending Review 2007 on Innovation. Work has begun on collecting the evidence base, to be discussed elsewhere. 

The future RDA role in science and innovation - informing the “Next Steps” response and “CSR 2007”. 
3. Our response on science and innovation to the Next Steps consultation and approach to CSR 2007 will be informed by our vision of what we want to achieve.  The Board is asked to advise on the suggested areas of focus.

Annex 1  
Progress on SEEDA’s Innovation Action plan

1. SESETAC agreed three strategic themes as a regional response to UK government’s 10-year Framework for Investment in Science and Innovation:
i. Identification and use of emerging technologies.

ii. Closer business engagement with the SET base.

iii. Improved supply of SET skilled workers.

2. Identification and use of emerging technologies.

Four priority emerging technology themes were identified: Healthcare; Complex systems and extreme environments; Sustainable development and Nanotechnology. These are being supported through 4 calls for collaborative R&D / experimental development. Dolores Byrne is the SESETAC advisor for these calls and knowledge networks. The first call for nanotechnology has now been contracted, the deadline for outline proposals for the healthcare call is 27th April, and the other calls were considered at SESETAC on 4th May and at MPC. No regional bids for the EPSRC call were successful. 

3. Closer business engagement with the SET base.

The Innovation Advisory Service was officially launched on 4th April with a keynote speech from Sir Digby Jones and a recorded message of support from Lord Sainsbury. Around 170 attended with the great majority from private sector businesses. The IAS is fully operational with 12 FTE innovation advisors in post covering the region geographically and by sector, already working with over 100 businesses in the region and collaborating fully with all other SEEDA service providers. Andrew MacIntosh will Chair the advisory panel to the IAS.
The business fellows and PoCKeT projects are now established. There are now 36 business fellows in the region helping to broker business collaboration with universities. £430,000 of the PoCKeT funding has been allocated to 15 projects to date, using a very simple application process and standard Lambert IP agreements where possible. 
A scheme for professorial fellows is being considered at SESETAC.

4. Improved supply of SET skilled workers.

The regional STEM Hub Board under the chairmanship of Norman Boyland includes representatives from schools, university and industry. The main purpose of the STEM Hub will be to join up and amplify the impact of best practice across the region through creating a critical mass of partners able to make a difference in encouraging school children to pursue scientific careers. A proposal to establish a new Bioscience Technologist Training Centre in Kent has been agreed with the intention of improving the supply of technicians for the pharmaceutical and biotechnology industries.
5. Other developments

A Greater South East workshop was held on 27th March to consider the potential for the concept of the GSE as a science city-region and identify the issues involved.
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