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CHAIRMAN’S REPORT: WASTE LEAD ROLE
The objectives of the Waste Lead for 2006/07 are:
a) To ensure that the role of  RDAs and regional organisations in the delivery of integrated  resource management is reflected in the review of Waste Strategy;

b) To support business in delivery of  resource management strategy ie: integrating management  of  household, commercial streams; infrastructure provision, consistent implementation of EU directives to encourage investment; 

c) To share best practice between RDAs, promote co-operation across boundaries and collaboration in funding research, development and testing facilities

d) To act as a key communication channel on Business Resource Efficiency and Waste (BREW) Fund issues with DEFRA and national BREW delivery bodies
Key areas of planned activity are:
1) Respond to consultation on review of Waste Strategy 2000 by 9th May 2006

2) Agree performance measures for BREW activity with DEFRA. Get DEFRA to fund the set up and running costs of on-line toolkit provision for all RDAs. 

3) Submit RDA network outline business plan for BREW YEAR 3  which ensures increased role for RDA in delivery  in 2007/08 and subsequent years; 
4) Develop new partnerships with stakeholders eg Local Government Association, National Industrial Symbiosis Project, Packaging Compliance Schemes to help build capacity to deliver resource management at regional level.
Network’s response to the Waste Strategy Review consultation document: 

· RDAs see their main role in integrated resource management as a facilitator/broker in market development of materials and infrastructure;
· There is a role for RDAs to act as an informal Strategic Waste Authority for business wastes as an advocate of waste stream integration, and to monitor the delivery of regional Waste Action Plans.
· RDA activity on recycled materials/ recycled content products market should be based on taking the sustainable procurement lead in each region, building on links with local authorities, NHS Trusts and businesses.
· RDAs consider waste a Resource Efficiency business support issue. National schemes like Envirowise have worked well there will be a need to mainstream resource efficiency into the culture of business advisers in Business Links  and private sector. This is a key part of the RDAs BREW co-ordination function.
· To undertake the roles and responsibilities outlined for the RDAs the BREW fund needs to be continued after March 2008 or successor funding provided.
· RDAs’ remit to encourage innovation in the Environmental Technologies sector is ignored. Innovation would cover value add sustainable product design issues. The need for upskilling in the industry is highlighted but with no acknowledgement of the RDA interest.
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