BOARD MEETING 5 MAY 2006

ITEM 12

CHAIRMAN’S REPORT: BROADBAND & ICT LEAD ROLE

Overall objectives
To lead and co-ordinate RDA activities, working with and lobbying DTI and other government departments, Ofcom, telecommunications companies, digital industry bodies and other commercial organisations, in order to:
· further the rollout of Next Generation Broadband infrastructure,
· drive productivity and GVA growth, and improve business performance generally, through the adoption of ICT and digital technologies and services

· reduce digital exclusion

These objectives are fully aligned with the South East’s new draft RES.

Progress to date

ICT and Broadband is a complex and fast moving area involving a mix of public and private sector activities.  It is one part of the rapidly developing convergence between telecommunications (data and voice), IT and digital media (particularly television).  
A strong network of Broadband and ICT leads in all RDAs and the devolved administrations has been established, such that there is now a mechanism in place to enable rapid collective RDA response or action as and when required.  Recent examples of activity have been the joint RDA responses to Ofcom consultations, the joint approach to BT regarding the 21CN network and successfully persuading telecommunications companies to provide all regions with Broadband take-up figures at postcode level.
Excellent working relationships have been established with DTI evidenced by the following current activities:

· RDA involvement in the development of a new national Broadband strategy

· RDA representation on the DTI’s ICT and UK Productivity Board (Jeff Alexander)

· Development of a national ICT standards and accreditation framework

· RDA involvement in the inter-departmental government i2010 group

· Jointly organised twice yearly RDA/DTI Digital Industries workshops

Current specific objectives and activities
· To raise the profile of ICT (as a key driver for productivity) in all RDAs, and to assist the DTI in the work of the ICT and Productivity Board
· To continue to lobby for the deployment of Next Generation Broadband and in particular to develop a strategy to minimise the potential for a new urban-rural divide developing as next generation networks are rolled out, and to secure funding for it.

· To develop a closer relationship with Ofcom because of their key role in regulating fixed line broadband services and spectrum allocation which is key to the rollout of wireless Broadband services.

These objectives will be addressed through the various collaborative activities mentioned above.  To inform these activities the ICT/Broadband primes network is meeting in Guildford on 10/11 May to develop common policy views which will then be passed to Chief Executives or relevant Directors groups for approval.  Issues will include:

· Next generation network deployment

· Spectrum allocation for wireless Broadband

· RDA response to potential new digital divides

· ICT standards and accreditation

· Digital inclusion

