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SOUTH EAST ENGLAND DEVELOPMENT AGENCY

BOARD MEETING ON 26 JANUARY 2006
ITEM 5
KENT & MEDWAY UPDATE REPORT
Recommendation

The Board is invited to NOTE that a presentation will be given by the Kent & Medway Area Director updating Board members on a selection of strategic activities in Kent & Medway.
Background

1. The Board received an update from the Kent & Medway Area Director on 23rd March 2004.  At that time a presentation covered the socio-economic characteristics of the sub-region, major SEEDA investments, and an update on the preparation of Area Investment Frameworks.  It highlighted three critical issues facing the sub-region: the application of the Sustainable Communities Plan in the designated growth areas of the Thames Gateway and Ashford; coastal town renaissance; and infrastructure limitations resulting in poor accessibility.  
2. Since then progress has been made addressing the critical issues and this presentation is intended to give Board members an update of activities, illustrating how SEEDA’s Area Team is working with partners and the community in the sub-region.
3. The presentation will cover a selection of activities, most notably:

a. In North Kent: work with the LDA, EEDA and ODPM on the preparation of a Thames Gateway Economic Strategy; and community engagement across North Kent in support of our physical development activities in the major regeneration sites;
b. In East Kent: specific support for Margate Renewal - a new regeneration Board chaired by Pam Alexander to address the full breadth of regeneration needs in support of the Turner Contemporary investment; our ongoing support for Dover Pride; and the continuing regeneration of Canterbury City Centre as a hub of learning and culture for East Kent; and
c. In the Channel Corridor: an overview of the aspirations for the coastal renaissance of Folkestone; support for the growth plans of Ashford’s Future via SEEDA’s support for the Economic Sub-Group of the Board; and an overview of the emerging growth aspirations of the County town of Maidstone.
4. As a consequence Board members will receive a review of the major spatial priorities of the sub-region supported by examples of community, rural, learning and skills, cultural, business development and physical infrastructure improvements.
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