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SOUTH EAST ENGLAND DEVELOPMENT AGENCY

BOARD MEETING ON 29 SEPTEMBER 2005

ITEM 10
SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE

Recommendation

The Board is invited to NOTE this report on the work of SEEDA’s Board Advisory Committee on Sustainable Development.

1
Background

1.1
Members will recall that the remit of the Sustainable Development Committee, as revised in 2003, is ‘to promote the sustainable development of the South East through advising the SEEDA Board on all aspects of the delivery of its statutory remit ‘to contribute to the sustainable development of the United Kingdom where it is relevant to its area to do so.’  The Committee’s primary purpose is to advise on the overall sustainability of SEEDA’s policies and programmes overall, while giving particular emphasis to those which focus directly on improving the region’s sustainability performance. The Committee is chaired by the lead member on Sustainable Development and its membership includes three further Board members.
1.2
The Committee meets at least four times each year; its agenda usually focuses on two 
substantive issues on which the Committee’s views will inform the development and 
delivery of SEEDA’s policies and programmes. The Committee also performs a 
valuable scrutiny function, in reviewing SEEDA’s sustainability performance (the past 
practice of inviting Executive Directors to demonstrate how, through their Divisional 
programmes, they are contributing to sustainable development in the region, will be re-
introduced after the RES Review period). 
1.3
As with other Board Committees, engaging the considerable expertise of the range of 
individuals and organisations represented on the Committee is of proven value, both in 
contributing to policy development; in helping to raise awareness of SEEDA’s work in 
the region; and in encouraging participation in SEEDA’s consultation processes, eg the 
current RES Review.
2
Review
2.1
Since the last report to the Board (March 2005) the Sustainable Development 
Committee has met twice on its own, and, most recently (8 September), it shared the 
first joint meeting with the Inclusion Committee.

2.2
Not surprisingly, given the Committee’s valuable past contribution to RES 
development, the RES Review has figured strongly in the Committee’s agendas, and 
will continue to do so, over its next few meetings. The Committee provides an excellent 
‘sounding  board’ against which to test ideas and proposals from a sustainability 
perspective, and the depth and breadth of he Committee’s expertise can often 
provide new ideas and insights.

2.3 Since March, key issues before the Committee have included:

· The Review of the Government’s Climate Change Programme;

· Consultation on the South East Plan;

· SEEDA’s Lead Roles on Energy and Material Resource Management (Waste);

· Organisation/mechanisms for delivering sustainable development in the South East (including reviewing the case for a ‘Sustainable Development Round Table’);

· The RES Review – including ‘Smart Growth’ and its value in delivering the sustainable development of the region; developing alternative measures of ‘progress’ sensitive to sustainability (which GDP, for example, is not);

· What the region needs in order to meet the Government’s aspiration for reducing carbon dioxide emissions by 60% by 2050;

· The Government’s new Sustainable Development Strategy and its implications for SEEDA.
2.4
The Committee has encouraged SEEDA to consider alternative measures of progress,  
especially in the current RES Review.  Having requested discussion of  a ‘route map’  
for the 
region to achieve the national 2050 target for carbon dioxide levels, the 
Committee has fostered  a new workstream which will look at energy – especially 
demand reduction and energy efficiency – in key sectors in the South East.
2.5 
The recent first joint meeting of the Sustainable Development and Inclusion 
Committees focused on housing. Key issues addressed included housing and the RES; 
homelessness; and sustainable construction. This joint meeting amply demonstrated the 
added value of the two Committees each bringing their separate, specialist expertise to 
bear on a key issue of common concern and interest, and was timely, given its value to 
the RES Review. Further joint meetings will be held in due course; topics under 
consideration include: sustainable food production and health; transport; how to create 
and develop markets.

2.6 
In addition to a continuing contribution to the RES Review, the Sustainable 
Development  Committee’s forward agenda will include: the Climate Change 
Programme Review (final report expected in December); review of Government Waste 
Policy; prospective review of Government Energy Policy; and SEEDA’s internal 
sustainability programme.

2.7  
Over the past year the Committee has become better-focused and, through greater 
involvement of its members in agenda-setting, it has achieved greater engagement with 
the issues under discussion, as evidenced through good attendance and a consistently 
high level of  participation.
2.8 
The Committee’s valued past practice of inviting Executive Directors to explain to the 
Committee how sustainable development is being delivered in the region through their 
Divisional programmes will shortly be revived. This process not only reinforces the 
mainstreaming of sustainable development across SEEDA (even more important as we 
develop an internal environmental management system for SEEDA – leading to ISO 
14001 and EMAS accreditation in 2006), but helps our partners to understand the 
breadth of our activities and achievements, and helps to improve their engagement with 
SEEDA in the delivery of sustainable development. 
Graham Tubb

Head of Sustainable Development 01483-500709

16 September 2005
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