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Appendix 2

Regional Housing Strategy 
5.6   Recommendations:

To Government

· Appropriate and accessible care and support packages are needed to support vulnerable applicants and help them maintain tenancies once housed. 

· In rural areas, Government should support the continuation and expansion of the rural housing enabler programme and consider how it could be funded in order to secure community involvement and enhanced delivery of schemes.
· The Key Worker Living Programme should be evaluated to determine the extent to which it meets the needs of the sponsor Departments.

· Social housing should be developed in the growth areas at the same pace as, and not ahead of, market housing.

To Board Partner Agencies

· The Regional Assembly should ensure that the South East Plan supports the delivery of an effective supply of housing, both in overall terms and in respect of affordable housing provision.  Guidance on housing types, tenures and mixed developments should be explicit.

· The potential for delivering affordable housing for key and other essential workers through commercial development should be explored through encouraging companies to provide for the needs of their workforce by development of surplus commercial land and buildings.

· Construction should continue to be one of the priority skills sectors identified for the region, building on the work of the past work of the Regional Housing Forum Task Group.

· Support should be given for the work to increase skills training provision in the region, particularly when targeted towards under-represented groups such as ethnic minorities, women and older workers. 

· Support the development of a ‘knowledge bank’ of good practise and research and evidence.

· Synergies across all funding mechanisms are maximised to support a holistic approach to regeneration and housing market stability.

To Local Authorities

· Accurate reporting of affordable housing provided by developer contributions through Section 106 agreements, without Social Housing Grant.  

· Develop innovative private sector renewal schemes with registered social landlords and other partners to help vulnerable people to maintain their independence and remain in their own homes. 

· Work together to identify appropriate provision of additional pitches for gypsies and travellers.  

· Monitoring and recording difficulties in filling key worker accommodation in order to provide evidenced based information on this issue to the Board.

· Include those with intermediate housing needs on housing registers.

· Planning procurement be used to support the development of construction sector training opportunities.

· Development controls be used to support mainstreaming design review, density and EcoHomes ‘very good’ standard requirements across all new build and not solely where RHB funding is allocated.

· Address the issue of inconsistencies in the application of MMC to facilitate standardisation across the region.

· Alignment of Supporting People revenue funding with capital expenditure should be undertaken.

· A co-ordinated approach to crime and anti-social behaviour is developed and that new powers are synergised and utilised.

To Registered Social Landlords

· We would encourage adoption of the iN business for neighbourhoods’ principles that focus on customers, neighbourhoods and excellence.

· Community involvement should be encouraged in the creation of strategies, schemes and initiatives to tackle crime and anti-social behaviour.

· Registered social landlords should be involved in Local Strategic Partnerships, Crime and Disorder Reduction Partnerships and establish contact with Youth Offending Teams working on estates.

· Ensure that longer term maintenance, service and neighbourhood management costs are built in at the development phase.

To the House Building Industry

· New affordable housing should be of a high quality of construction, with layouts designed to maximise provision while at the same time enhancing the quality of the living environment; and should be indistinguishable in appearance from its market counterpart.

· Design should take account of health, safety, security and other issues that impact on the quality and sustainability of the home environment, achieve the EcoHomes very good rating and follow the principles of ‘Whole Life costing’.
· Recognise requirements for provision of affordable housing within developments and factor costs in from land purchase onwards.
· Must work more closely with Registered social landlords to ensure that provision, letting and management arrangements foster the development of well-balanced and sustainable communities.
