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SOUTH EAST ENGLAND DEVELOPMENT AGENCY

BOARD MEETING ON 19 JULY 2005

ITEM 11
SOUTH EAST SCIENCE, ENGINEERING AND TECHNOLOGY ADVISORY COUNCIL (SESETAC)

Recommendation

The Board is invited to note the progress made to date by the regional science and industry council, and potential future developments. 
Background

1. 
The House of Lords Inquiry “SETting the Agenda” in 2003 recommended that RDAs should increase their capacity to deliver knowledge transfer, science and innovation programmes, including through the advice of regional Science and Industry Councils (SICs) acting, as envisaged by Lord Sainsbury, as a high level forum of senior industrialists and vice-chancellors. This message was reinforced by the UK Government’s 10-year Framework for Investment in Science and Innovation, published in 2004.

2. 
SEEDA was, after NWDA and ONE, the third RDA to develop a SIC, following the advice of the Board in 2002 (Annex 1). Subsequently, through SEEDA’s lead role encouraging sharing best practice, all RDAs agreed to set up SICs by the end of 2004. 

3.
With SESETAC’s advice the 2005-2008 Corporate Plan recognised the fundamental importance of the knowledge base to a strong regional economy, and an additional £20m was allocated for new innovation related activities. SESETAC advised that SEEDA should focus resources on three key themes:

i.
Ensuring the capture and use of emerging technologies based on advances in science and engineering with a focus on leading edge high technology developments with commercial potential.

ii.
Providing business demand led Innovation Advice and Support to SMEs to facilitate their access to the skills and capabilities in the SET base.

iii.
Working with partners to increase the supply of SET skilled researchers, advanced technicians, entrepreneurs and effective SET teachers.

An Innovation Action plan has been developed to address these themes and is currently undergoing appraisal and / or pilots. 
4. Current and future developments for SESETAC include:

· Overseeing and advising on implementation of the Innovation Action Plan. 

· Develop working relationship with other SICs to influence the Technology Strategy and Spending Review.

· Assist SEEDA, LDA and EEDA in the development of the Science City Region concept for the Greater South East.

· Advise on the development of the new RES.

5. Professor Annette Dohertey, Senior Vice-President, Pfizer Global Research and Development, and Director of the Sandwich Laboratories, UK has agreed to take over the chair of SESETAC now that Bill Wakeham has become a SEEDA Board member. We will be reviewing the opportunities to strengthen business membership of the Council.

Annex 1

South East Science and Technology Advisory Council

Extract from the original Board discussion:
The SEEDA board has sought to form the Advisory Council to maintain the buoyant base and also for linking businesses, research institutions and higher education to build on the current successes of the South East.

The aims include:

· To enhance the capability of the region’s Science and extensive R&D base to create the technology businesses of the future

· To develop technology transfer so that research and know how in academic institutions is easily available to businesses to improve the competitiveness and productivity of the region, using all available means such as Enterprise Hubs, sector and cluster development and technology assistance services

· To help Government Departments, especially DTI, to develop policy on DTI funding streams such as SMART, Case, and Faraday Centres.

· To support SEEDA as the lead RDA for Science and Innovation to provide direct policy support to ministers on regional policies for the development and application of the science base.

Objectives

4. The formation of the South East Science and Technology Advisory Council (SESETAC) will have the following role

· To develop, a Science and Technology Strategy for the regional economy which brings together various aspects of the Regional Economic Strategy and the Framework for Regional Employment and Skills Action

· To act as an influential voice for key players from the public and private sectors in science and technology, to maintain and expand the current science and technology base in the region

· To act as a Strategic Advisory Group for the interaction of the RDA with the Higher Education Funding Council for England, the Research Councils and the Office for Science and Technology (OST)

· To advise on, promote and support the creation of science and technology linkages:

a) Internationally with research and teaching organisations and networks within SEEDA’s Global Regions Programme and;

b) Domestically with other regions to identify synergies and enhance the competitiveness of the South East and other UK regions in priority sector areas. 

· To build on the start made by HEFCE in developing an effective and productive relationship between industry/commerce and the science and technology base in support of the successful regional economy

· SESETAC will take account the DTI Foresight, the SEEDA Future-think groups and Sector Skills Councils to attempt to develop a forward looking approach to the emerging technologies

· SESETAC will also advise on, promote and support the establishment and development of effective technology transfer services between the regions Universities colleges and research establishments, and business

Annex 2 
Current Membership of SESETAC, August 05
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	Prof
	Annette

(Chair)
	Dohertey
	Director Research
	Pfizer

	Dr
	Norman
	Boyland
	Chair
	Sussex LSC

	Dr
	Dolores
	Byrne
	MD Public Sector
	QinetiQ



	Prof
	Jon
	Cohen
	Dean
	Brighton & Sussex Medical School 

	Dr
	Rob
	Douglas
	Chair
	Surrey LSC

	Dr
	Martin
	Earwicker
	Chief Executive
	DSTL

	Dr
	Paul
	Johnson 
	Chief Executive
	Eli Lilly and Company Limited

	Prof
	Paul
	Lester
	Chief Executive
	VT Group Plc

	Dr
	Vicky 
	Pryce
	Chief Economic Advisor and Director General Economics
	Department of Trade and Industry

	Prof
	David 
	Melville
	Vice-Chancellor
	University of Kent 

	
	
	
	
	

	Dr
	Andrew
	Mackintosh
	
	Ex Oxford Instruments


	Dr
	Peter 
	Read
	SEEDA Board Member 
	SEEDA

	Dr
	Graham
	Spittle
	Vice President Business Integration Development Director Hursley  and Laboratory
	IBM

	Mr
	Paul
	Stein 
	Managing Director 
	Roke Manor Research 

	Prof
	Bill 
	Wakeham
	Vice-Chancellor
	Southampton University 

	Prof
	John
	Wood
	Chief Executive 
	Rutherford Appleton Laboratory

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	Mrs
	Pam
	Alexander
	Chief Executive
	SEEDA HQ

	Mr
	Jeff
	Alexander
	Executive Director (BID)
	SEEDA HQ

	Mr
	John
	Parsonage
	Director of Learning & Skills
	SEEDA HQ

	Dr
	Ed
	Metcalfe
	Head of STEM
	SEEDA

	Dr
	Mike
	Tricker
	Secretariat
	SEEDA

	Mr
	Mark
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	The Government Office for the South East
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