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BOARD MEETING ON 3rd FEBRUARY 2005
ITEM  12
JOINT EUROPE COMMITTEE REPORT
Recommendation

The Board is invited to DISCUSS the Joint Europe Committee report and to note the follow up action suggested in paragraph 13.
1. The Joint Europe Committee has spent the last year concentrating on the forthcoming changes in regional policy following the end of the current funding period (2000-2007), and in lobbying on behalf of the region on the Lisbon Agenda.

2. In March 2004, the Chair of the Joint Europe Committee, Liz Brighouse, chaired a public event in South East England House on Competitiveness and Employment 
3. The Third Report on Economic and Social Cohesion (which examines the progress made in economic and social terms to the EU over the period of  2000-2007) was published on 18th February. This seminar provided an opportunity for the ‘more prosperous’ regions of the EU to discuss their reactions to the report and to the reform of EU regional policy. Twelve regions were represented in the 40 strong audience together with representatives from the European Commission (DG Regio, DG Enterprise and DG Environment).  Following this seminar, a group of more prosperous regions the ‘Dynamo Regions’ was formed to work on joint lobbying of the reform to regional policy and the new Structural Funds post 2007.  
4. The Joint Europe Committee last met in September in Brussels, coinciding with the Committee of the Regions’ Open Days in which the Dynamo Regions, led by South East England House, participated.  A number of high profile events were organised in the Brussels Office on the future of the Structural Funds post 2007 and the Lisbon Agenda.  

5. More than 70 regional/city offices in Brussels participated in a joint initiative of the Committee of the Regions (COR) and the European Commission’s Directorate-General for Regional Policy on the future of regional policy. These “Open Days” were intended to provide key players both from the region, the Brussels offices and the European Institutions with a platform of over 60 conferences, seminars and workshops, round tables, training sessions and exhibitions  to allow them to share their experience and their ideas on how structural funds should be used and managed post 2006. Taking place from 27 until 30 September 2004, the Open Days were expected to attract about 2000 key players.

6. South East England House (SEEH), together with the regions Friuli-Venezia Giulia, Haute – Normandie, Öresund Region, South Sweden, Stuttgart Region, and Veneto, organised three seminars on the role cooperation can play in a regional strategy, regional competitiveness with a focus on delivering the Lisbon Agenda and a flagship event which brought together key results from the seminars resulting in a joint statement from the consortium read out during the COR plenary session. 

7. More than 250 people from the South East, including the Joint Europe Committee, and the participating regions attended the seminars in SEEH and enjoyed high quality debates and networking opportunities. SEEDA, together with the Stuttgart Region and South East Partners, led on the seminar “Competitiveness: knowledge, innovation and entrepreneurship”. David Harris, Head of Innovation in SEEDA, gave a presentation on the opportunities of the new structural funds objective “Competitiveness” to support regional competitiveness by promoting innovative concepts through a bottom up approach. Jeff Alexander presented the workshop’s conclusions based on presentations and  discussions of the expert panel.

8. The Open Days have further raised SEEH’s profile in the Brussels regional scene and continue to establish us as a partner for other regions when it comes to lobbying the Commission on common positions and applying for funding. They have also confirmed the region is a competent partner of the Commission for future rounds of policy making and can play an active role in the debate on the Lisbon Agenda.

9. SEEDA’s active participation in seminars of the Open Days helped to learn from other regions and provided useful networking opportunities with other European regions.  

10. In December 2004 Rob Douglas met representatives form the UK Permanent Representation and the European Commission in Brussels to discuss the ‘Lisbon agenda’ (turning Europe by 2010 into “the most dynamic and competitive knowledge-based economy in the world capable of sustainable economic growth with more and better jobs and greater social cohesion and respect for the environment) and its implications for us in the South East. 

11. The current high-level review of Lisbon by a group headed by Wim Kok identified urgent action across five areas of policy:

· the knowledge society: increasing Europe’s attractiveness for researchers, etc, making R&D a top priority

· internal market completion;

· business climate: reducing admin burden; facilitating start-up of new businesses;

· labour market: developing strategies for lifelong learning; partnerships for growth and employment

· environmental sustainability; spreading eco-innovations and building leadership in eco-industry, etc.

Of  these only the internal market completion is not on the regional agenda.  

12. What became clear was how much of what SEEDA is doing is precisely in those areas where the Lisbon agenda is looking for action from member states.   However, much of the discussion on Lisbon is taking place at a national level with limited input from the regions. In the UK the Lisbon agenda steering group is chaired by the Foreign Secretary.

13. Key conclusions from the visit:

· much of SEEDA’s RES can be mapped across to the Lisbon agenda and it is important to lobby central Government, UKRep and DG Regio, because there is a potential for funds to come out of the Lisbon agenda and SEEDA needs to position itself to improve our chance to access these regionally. 

· Need for a Board session on the European agenda and Lisbon in particular so that Board members are brought up to speed

14. A number of concerns were raised by members of the Committee on its constitution and SEEDA Board members have also questioned the remit and purpose of the Committee.  As a result the Committee is reviewing its composition and terms of reference and will report back to the SEEDA Board in due course.
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