Paper 08/12/05 – item 5
SOUTH EAST ENGLAND DEVELOPMENT AGENCY

BOARD MEETING ON 8 DECEMBER 2005
ITEM 5
REVIEW OF REGIONAL ECONOMIC STRATEGY – 

CONSULTATION DOCUMENT 

Recommendation

· The Board is asked to NOTE the Consultation Document and related Evidence Base and the proposals for completing the review of the Regional Economic Strategy.
Background

1. At its October meeting, the Board received a presentation on the proposed structure and content of the Regional Economic Strategy Consultation Document.  Comments from Board members were incorporated into the final document, which was launched on SEEDA’s website and at the Regional Assembly plenary on Wednesday 16 November.  Also launched alongside the Consultation Document was an interim Evidence Base document, which provides the analytical context and justification for the policy proposals in the Consultation Document.  The formal consultation period now runs until Friday 17 February.
The Consultation Process
2. Over 2,000 printed copies of the Consultation Document and Evidence Base paper have been mailed to key regional partners, including:

a. Business representative organisations

b. Local authorities

c. Public agencies

d. Community and voluntary sector organisations

e. MPs and MEPs

f. Central Government Departments

g. Economic Partnerships
h. Other attenders at earlier RES events.
3. In addition to seeking responses from all the above groups,  SEEDA staff will also pursue active forms of consultation, including the following:

a. The second meeting of the RES Leadership Group (held on 3 December) will focus on the Consultation Document

b. Chief Executives of all County and Unitary Authorities in the region have been requested to consider the Consultation Document at Cabinet level
c. Following an initial preview of the Consultation Document at the Business South East meeting on 9 November, key business representative organisations (particularly CBI, IoD, Chambers of Commerce and Federation of Small Businesses) have been asked to arrange dedicated consultation events with their members
d. Meetings of SESETAC, the Regional Skills for Productivity Alliance and Board Advisory Committees will consider the Consultation Document

e. Economic Partnerships have been asked to organise consultation processes in their respective areas, and in addition to feed back on key sub-regional priorities

f. Specific meetings are being organised with key public agencies (notably the Learning and Skills Council, JobCentre Plus, the Environment Agency and the component parts of Natural England) to secure ownership (including leadership where relevant) of key tasks
g. A second workshop involving Central Government Departments will be organised for January 2006, both to facilitate feedback and to secure commitment
h. A presentation will be given at the annual Public Open meeting on 8 December.

Completing the Review of the Regional Economic Strategy
4. It is proposed that, following the completion of the consultation period, the process and timetable will be as follows:
· A report on the consultation process, together with a proposed draft Regional Economic Strategy, will be presented to the Board for review and approval at its awayday on 23 February.  The Board will also consider the results of the Strategic Environmental Assessment and Sustainability Appraisal which are currently under way
· The draft Regional Economic Strategy will then be launched at the Regional Assembly plenary on 1 March
· Following comment and endorsement by key partners, the proposed Regional Economic Strategy will be presented to the Board for review and approval at its 5 May meeting, prior to submission to Ministers for endorsement
· Following endorsement, the new Regional Economic Strategy 2006 – 2016 will be published launched in July.
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