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Recommendation

The Board is invited to NOTE the agency activity report for April, which represents a cross section of reports from within SEEDA.
Business and International

Business Support

1. SEEDA formally took over responsibility for the management of the region’s Business Link network on 1 April. The necessary Transfer Orders are in place and the key objective of a smooth transfer without disruption to the customer has been achieved. SEEDA will continue to work with the region’s Business Links, under the “Joining Forces” banner to improve effective working at the regional level and create an integrated framework for business support.

2. Three events on “Joining Forces” have now been held with a strong turnout at each covering the whole of the South East. The key message to emerge was strong support for working together and an emphasis that SEEDA shows strong leadership and makes it work.

3. SEEDA also took over responsibility for the Research and Development Grant (formerly known as SMART Grant) on 1 April. SEEDA has held a workshop with all the main external partners, seeking to engage them in bringing forward good quality and innovative projects for support. SEEDA opened the doors to grant applications on 4 April and intend to continue to receive applications on a rolling basis throughout the year. 
Enterprise

Webhub

4. SEEDA’s Enterprise Hub Network, Webhub, went live on 8 April. New functionality includes registration, search, directory and discussion forums. Over the month the directory will be populated with hub companies and partner service providers, which will greatly improve the opportunities for Hub members to collaborate, share experience and knowledge within the network.  A formal launch for Webhub will be scheduled for later in the year.  http://www.webhub.co.uk 
Enterprise Hubs

5. The Enterprise Hub Commercialisation Programme will be ready to launch shortly.  The Enterprise Hub diagnostic tool (HUBCAP - Hub Commercialisation Action Plan) will be rolled out towards the end of April 2005, along with other support products such a regional intellectual property advisor, an investment readiness programme and market research service.
Enterprise Gateways

6. Martin Roche has been appointed as Enterprise Gateway Director for Folkestone and is now in post.  
7. The Chairman and Chief Executive attended the Enterprise Hub and Gateway Business Champions Dinner held on 4th April at which a number of current issues facing the network were discussed.
Sector and Cluster Activity

8. Interviews have been held for the Sector Consortia CEOs for Built Environment - SECBE (South East Centre for the Built Environment) and Marine – MSE (Marine South East). The Digital Content CEO Position has now been advertised.
Construction/Built Environment
9. A key project designed to identify all the activity relating to construction productivity has now been completed.  The project has looked at all the information contained in South East universities and organisations like the Construction Industry Training Board (CITB) and Chartered Institute of Building (CIOB).  The project will sign post companies to information on productivity.
Nano & Micro Technology
10. DTI formally announced on 30 March that funding worth £3.2m would be provided to two major South East projects: 
· Begbroke Nano – which will provide very high quality Nano measurement facilities to UK companies developing Nano projects.  

· A Bondcentre at AML, Didcot to develop new techniques designed to bond the new materials being used in Nano products such as Sapphire, Glass and Silicon.  The AML facility will be available to help all UK companies develop their products.   

11. These two projects will greatly enhance the UK position in these new technologies and will lead to the growth of the Oxfordshire Nano and Micro cluster.
Manufacturing

12. SEEDA has now received formal tenders from companies and organisations bidding to develop and run a new Manufacturing Advisory Service in the South East.
13. SEEDA hosted a major Trade Show at the Kassam Stadium on 23 March designed to link South East companies to lead suppliers expected to receive new Nuclear and Oil and Gas Decommissioning contracts. Over 80 delegates attended the conference which included major presentations from companies like AMEC and NIE.  The new Nuclear Decommissioning Authority (NDA) gave a presentation at the event.
Inward Investment

14. Helsinki Inward Investment Seminar - SEEDA presented at the seminar held jointly by UK Trade and Investment, SEEDA and Osborne Clark. Speakers included the British Ambassador for Finland, Pertri Salolainen the former Finnish Ambassador for the UK and Fortum, a Finnish company operating in the South East. Over 20 companies attended the seminar. 
15. Cebit - SEEDA attended the worlds largest ICT show fair in Hanover, Germany. Meetings were held with eight potential inward investors, The Lower Saxony Minister for Economics, Labour and Transport and the University of Rostock. Two Hub companies were able, with SEEDA support, to showcase their technology at this year's event. Deadman's Handle at the Diamond Hub in Crawley and Speed-trap from the Newbury Hub were part of a contingent of ten companies who were chosen to exhibit on the UK@ stand, representing excellence in UK technology.
16. French Press Delegation - Four journalists from prominent French publications (Les Echos, La Croix, Management and Alternative Economiques) visited the South East region in March. The aim of the visit was to highlight the strengths of the South East in the Creative Industries sector. This was illustrated through visits to the Sussex Innovation Centre, the French company Ubisoft in Weybridge and Babel in Hove.  
17. British American Business Council - SEEDA attended the British American Business Council annual conference on manufacturing (relating to aerospace and defence) with FAC. Issues discussed included the access to technology, educational linkages and knowledge transfer networks to support successful bids on global aerospace and defence contracts.
18. Fuel Contamination Syposium - SEEDA sponsored a fuel contamination symposium in conjunction with the UKTI. Eight companies from the South East presented at the seminar in Dallas Fort Worth, 60 American companies attended the seminar.  
19. New SEEDA Representative - Interviews were held in San Francisco to appoint a SEEDA representative on the West Coast, an announcement will be made shortly.
Inward Investment Successes

20. European Successes - Two European companies have set up operations in the region in March. Altara, an Icelandic hardware/infrastructure company have set up in Reading to service Microsoft and have created 60 jobs. Hella Behr, a joint venture between the respective German first tier automotive companies have set up an operation in Banbury supplying BMW. The new investment will create 70 jobs.   
21. American Successes - Allergan confirmed the expansion of their High Wycombe pharmaceutical facility to accommodate the reduction of activity in France and several other European countries. This development will deliver up to 400 jobs and establish the High Wycombe facility as the European HQ. We are currently working with their senior management both in the US and UK to strengthen the ties and support the operation.
22. Asia Pacific Successes - Shenzhen Bandshine Telecommunications has established its first European facility in Milton Keynes. Shenzhen Bandshine Telecommunications are a major Chinese company that manufactures mobile telephone handsets. The Milton Keynes facility will act as a sales and marketing operation and will create 15 jobs over the first 3 years of its operation.
Development And Infrastructure Division
Land and Property
Chatham Maritime

23. Chatham Maritime has been shortlisted in the Regeneration category at The Property Awards 2005 – the winner will be announced at a dinner in London on 25th April. The project was also a finalist in the Deputy Prime Minister’s Sustainable Communities Award, announced at the Sustainable Communities Summit in Manchester on 1 February. There were originally more than 250 entries into that competition.
· Site G2a

· This site near the Dockside Outlet Centre has been sold to Abstract Securities Ltd for the development of a 25,000 sq ft office building pre-let to XIS Insurance (understood to be part of a management buyout of Lloyds of London).  This scheme will keep approximately 220 jobs in the Medway area. Building work is due to start imminently and occupation is expected in approximately 15 months.

· Dickens’ World

· Following exchange of contracts at the end of March on this state-of-the-art visitor attraction will start in the next two months and should be open to the public by the end of 2007. The in-house experience will reproduce the architecture of the Victorian period and include picturesque archways, cobbled streets and specialist lighting. A multitude of rides and attractions will include multiplex cinemas, restaurants and bars, plus the Dickens’ World experience.

Rochester Riverside
24. All tenants due to vacate the site have now left Rochester Riverside.  The phase 3 demolition has been completed and the phase 4 demolition contract has commenced on site with completion due at the end of May 2005.  Once completed virtually all buildings due for demolition on the site will have been demolished.  The gas holder demolition process is due to commence in June 2005.  Tenders for the river wall and landraising works are being evaluated.  Purchase of one of the remaining buildings not included in the CPO took place at the end of the month.
Queenborough and Rushenden

25. The Government has announced that the Rushenden Relief Road is one of the schemes selected for more detailed appraisal for funding from the Community Infrastructure Fund (CIF). This scheme is key to the regeneration of the area, providing the essential road infrastructure necessary to open up the site. The scheme will also be partly financed from the ODPM’s Thames Gateway funding.
26. A website giving news and information about the future regeneration of Queenborough and Rushenden has been launched. To visit the site, go to www.qrregen.co.uk The site is still being developed and it is hoped members of the community will take up the opportunity to run their own web page.

27. A second community newsletter giving the latest updates on the project will be issued to the community – delivered to around 2,000 homes and businesses - in the next few weeks.
Northfleet Embankment.

28. Remediation works of the Red Lion Wharf site have been completed and a masterplanning exercise for the whole of Northfleet Embankment in conjunction with public and private sector partners is proceeding, due to be completed in spring 2005.  The Masterplan itself will be taken through public consultation from May onwards this will lead to its adoption as Supplementary Planning Guidance.  Overall redevelopment is now being driven forward with a major additional land acquisition secured in March. 
Dartford Town Centre/Northern Gateway
29. A stage 1 Masterplanning exercise has been completed as following the acquisition of key sites in the town (Steam Crane Wharf/151 Hythe Street). Stage 2 of the Masterplan is underway and will focus on transport issues, building design guides and the progression of development strategies for five key areas of the town. This will lead to further land acquisitions in 2005/06.  Public consultation on the Masterplan will begin in the autumn.
Ashford 
International House

30. Marketing is being carried out to attract international businesses to lease office space. Tenders are to be issued shortly for the refurbishment of approximately 1700m² of floorspace.
Ashford Infrastructure  

31. The Government has announced that Ashford is one of the areas selected for more detailed appraisal for funding from its Community Infrastructure Fund. The money would be used to remodel the town’s ring road – critical to regenerating the centre, together with other upgrading to provide access to 3,400 new homes.
Buckland Mill, Dover

32. Chosen developer Gillcrest Homes are still in a lock-out agreement with SEEDA while detailed plans are worked up. 

Preston Barracks, Brighton

33. A consortium developer has been chosen and a presentation of their scheme was held in February this year. The developer has now been asked to come back with additional information.  
Shearway Business Park, Folkestone
34. SEEDA has now sold 2.7 acres of land to Whincroft Ltd for the development of a 35,000 sq ft industrial and office scheme. The building will be for the company’s own occupation, and is a combination of consolidating three existing operations under one roof as well as an expansion of the business in Folkestone. 
Woolston Riverside, Southampton

35. A public exhibition on the emerging masterplan for the site was well received with approximately 1,000 people attending over two days.  A model of the scheme was unveiled by the Richard Rogers Partnership, and interviews undertaken with media, such as the Southern Daily Echo and BBC Radio Solent.
36. The short list of developers for the residential elements of the site was announced at MIPIM in March.  They are Barratt Homes Ltd, Berkeley Homes (Southern) Ltd, Crest Nicholson plc, George Wimpey UK and Taylor Woodrow Developments Ltd (part of Bryant Homes).
37. The commercial development partners will be announced in late April, and a planning application will then be submitted. 
Cowes Waterfront, Isle of Wight

38. Following her successful world record breaking attempt to become the fastest solo sailor on the plant, Dame Ellen Macarthur, MBE, was welcomed back to the Isle of Wight in March and presented with the Freedom of the Island.  Following the presentation by the Council, Ellen was guest of honour at a private function, organized by SEEDA and the Council, on behalf of the Cowes Waterfront partners.
39. The event presented the Cowes Waterfront partners with an opportunity to congratulate Ellen and offer thanks to her for acting as an ambassador for the initiative.
East Cowes Project, Isle of Wight

40. The East Cowes Project has generated a high level of public interest, following a three day exhibition in February.  A further public meeting on the plans for East Cowes was held in the Town Hall in March at the request of the East Cowes Town Council.  Over 250 people attended the event to be presented with the proposals and ask questions.  The team will be reviewing all questionnaires and comments on the scheme during April and May, with the intention of submitting a planning application in September 2005.
Southmoor Park, Havant

41. An event to launch to the local business community, the first phase of a 23 unit development by Durngate Estates called Endeavour Business Park will be held on 11 May.
42. This is being built on one of the last parcels of SEEDA owned land at Southmoor Park  will mark the final stages of the highly successful regeneration of this area.
Harts Farm Way, Havant

43. SEEDA is actively seeking a development partner for this 4.9 hectare brownfield site on the A27.  The initial interest has been strong and the team is evaluating bids with a view to selecting a preferred partner next month.
Gosport Business Centre, Gosport

44. The Gosport Business Centre, which is owned by SEEDA, is on target for meeting its objectives in attracting new businesses and creating jobs.  Since it opened last June, 35 businesses have moved to the Centre and 95 jobs have been created or safeguarded as a result.
Housing

Brownfield Land Assembly Trust
45. Twelve sites have now been acquired in Hastings and Thames Gateway.  A number of the sites are under offer to Housing Associations, with some sales taking place this month and next.
46. The Trust’s first acquisition, the former Plough public house in East Street, Sittingbourne has now been sold to Amicus Housing Association for a new 14 unit vulnerable people scheme.  Works have started on site and completion is expected early part of next year.  
47. In Hastings, contracts have exchanged to a private developer on the former sorting office, Warrior Square, Hastings for a small mixed use scheme of 1 retail unit and 8 flats.  Completion is expected next month.
48. The Trust is now planning to become a company to operate more effectively and attract additional expertise and private outside finance.  In view of this, companies have been invited to come forward and make expressions of interest in the BLAT company.   So far more than 50 responses have been received from Housing Associations, private developers and contractors.
Regional Housing Board
49. During March SEEDA organised and ran 4 events around the region to consult on the draft Regional Housing Strategy, on behalf of the Regional Housing Board,. The events, in Rochester, Guildford, Dorking and Brighton were aimed at Local Authorities, Housing Associations, voluntary and community and private sectors. All events were well attended and debated issues such as affordable housing, key workers, rural housing and housing renewal. Feedback from the events will inform the final strategy. In April SEEDA will be commissioning work to inform future Regional Housing Board investment in housing renewal, particularly in areas where there are high levels of unfit private sector properties, creating economic, social and environmental blight in many of our coastal towns and cities.
50. On 16th March, members of the Regional Housing Board took part in a panel session at the Chartered Institute of Housing Annual 3 day event in Brighton, the main housing event in the region which brings a wide range of stakeholders together. Paul Hudson spoke on the panel as the SEEDA Housing Board member. 
51. On 17th March Pam Alexander hosted a dinner in London for national and regional housebuilders and Regional Housing Board members to discuss delivery of the RHB aspirations for housing in the region. 
Urban Renaissance

South East Excellence

52. To help inform the SEEDA proposals for South East Excellence, a study has been commissioned from Greenwich University, in association with Oxford Brookes University and the University of Brighton, into professional skills supply and demand in the South East and the most effective forms of delivery.
53. The results of the study have now been compiled and the partners of South East Excellence are reviewing the findings with a view to developing an action plan.
Shaping Places

54. The SEEDA funded Shaping Places initiative, is an education programme developed by the Kent Architecture Centre (KAC) to actively engage young people in the urban design process.  The programme aims to raise awareness and increase the interest and ability of young people in participating in the process of shaping their environment.
55. A seminar to bring together teachers, artists and built environment practitioners took place in February to foster inter-professional collaboration.  Presentations were given by KAC, CABE, Planning Aid South and a case study on Shaping Places Havant was jointly presented by a teacher, pupil, artist and landscape architect who took part in the pilot program.  The program will be rolled out to a further 7 locations in the 2005 summer term.
Worthing – Town Centre Masterplan

56. As part of its financial support for the Coastal West Sussex Partnership’s Area Investment Framework, SEEDA is supporting a town centre masterplan for Worthing Town Centre.  Miranda Pearce from the Development and Infrastructure Division spoke at capacity building exercise for Worthing First, the local economic partnership and Local Strategic Partnership on the 4th March.  The key aims of this event were to:

· Raise awareness of the project amongst Worthing First and LSP members.

· Build capacity and understanding of masterplanning in terms of process and benefits.

· Encourage involvement in the Town Centre & Seafront masterplanning steering group.

· Get ‘buy in’ from the businesses and the community and start to create a buzz about the project.

· Make a positive start with the local press in terms of information flow and getting them onboard as an important part of the project.

· Give best practice examples of masterplanning, bringing tangible long term benefits elsewhere in the country (e.g. Poole).

Showcasing Town Centre Management

57. An awards ceremony to recognize the best towns and cities in the region took place at The Dome in Brighton on 14 March.  Organised by the Association of Town Centre Management (ATCM), the awards promoted the excellent work being undertaken to improve the Country’s towns and cities by looking for the best projects to which Town Centre Management has clearly added value.
58. SEEDA part funded the awards and the Good Practice Guide that was published as a result.  Eileen Armstrong of SEEDA’s Strategy and Sustainability team gave a presentation on the Agency’s role and examples of how we are working with partners across the region to support the renaissance of town centres.  Miranda Pearce of the Development and Infrastructure team was on the judging panel for the regional awards.
The categories and overall winners were: - 

· Managing the Evening Economy – Southampton’s Night Time Economy

· Promoting Community Safety – Crawley and Gatwick Business Watch

· Creating Quality Environments – Regeneration of Kingsbury

· Enhancing the Retail Offer – Reading Chronicle Customer Service Awards

The South East regional category winner, ‘Southampton’s Night Time Economy, will now be put forward for the national awards to be hosted early in 2006.

Solent Centre for Architecture and Design (SCA+D)

59. The SEEDA funded Solent Centre for Architecture and Design (SCA+D) has been a subsidiary of the Kent Architecture Centre (KAC) since it was created in 2004.  In April 2005 it became an independent company and will be developing its own key objectives and programme of activity.
60. One of SCA+D’s first projects was to organize in March an exhibition entitled ‘Housey Housey’ by Pierre d’Avoine Architects.  Housed at the Portsmouth University School of Architecture, the exhibition was open to architects in the area and accompanied the launch of an accompanying book.
CPD Events

61. The South East Centre for the Built Environment will host a regional event on 28 April at CIOB in Ascot.  The event, which has been organised to help CPD providers deliver high quality, cost effective programs, will offer a series of workshops to share best practice and explore new ways of delivering activities.
62. SEEDA funds the CPD & Events project and Miranda Pearce from the Development and Infrastructure Division will be a speaker on the day.
Learning & Skills Division

White Paper on Skills

63. The Government’s White Paper on Skills was published on 22 March 2005. The White Paper highlights the importance of Regional Skills Partnerships (RSPs) and their role as an integral part of the regional architecture for skills delivery.
64. The White Paper provides RSPs with new responsibilities. These include reviewing brokerage and business support services at a regional level; identifying and implementing a regional approach to the roll-out of the National Employer Training Programme; supporting reforms to the 14-19 curriculum and strengthening relationships between young people and business; and facilitating better integration of higher education within the work of RSPs.
65. The implications of the White Paper will be considered at the next meeting of the South East Regional Skills for Productivity Alliance. This will be held on 20 April 2005. 
‘You Do the Maths’ Regional Campaign

66. Over 20% of adults across the South East have difficulties with numeracy. The DfES Skills for Life Strategy Unit, SEEDA and the LSC have together launched a major campaign designed to encourage adults with poor numeracy skills to sign-up for free courses. This has been supported by a £150,000 grant from the DfES.
67. The regional ‘You Do the Maths’ campaign builds on the successful ‘Get On’ campaign that challenges people to do something about their lack of basic skills by ‘getting rid of their gremlins’. A range of publicity materials has been produced to support the campaign including beer mats in 1,000 venues, targeted advertising in specific local newspapers and on public transport, radio advertisements and publicity in jobcentres. 
‘Wake Up to Enterprise’ Entrepreneurship Events
68. SEEDA facilitated two regional ‘Wake Up to Enterprise’ events in March as part of its commitment to support entrepreneurship education by inspiring students to pursue their business ambitions. These events attracted 100 students and were supported by the National Council for Graduate Entrepreneurship’s ‘Flying Start’ initiative, which will assist hundreds of undergraduates and graduates to start their own businesses. 
69. The event at the Madejski Stadium in Reading was addressed by Sarah Hodgson of Icicle Mountaineering, who spoke about her experience of starting and developing a business. At the event at Brighton Racecourse, Rachel Lowe, a student entrepreneur at Portsmouth University, described how her experiences as a taxi driver had spawned the now best-selling ‘Destination London’ board game, despite being condemned by the panel of experts on the BBC’s entrepreneurial television programme ‘Dragon’s Den’. 
70. The events also hosted interactive workshops providing students with information on generating ideas, taking those ideas to market and tips for creating a successful business. Exhibitions supported both events, providing students with access to resources and advice from organisations including the Inland Revenue, Business Link and the Federation of Small Businesses.

71. The best ideas from the individuals who attended the two regional events will enter the national ‘Flying Start’ programme where they will be fully supported, developed and presented to funding sources.  

Strategy and Sustainability
South East Plan
72. Following the decision at the March Board meeting, SEEDA finalised and submitted its response to the South East Plan consultation draft on 4 April.  The full range of responses will be considered by the Assembly at its next plenary on 24 June, and in preparation for this a joint workshop of the Assembly Executive and the Regional Planning Committee will be held on 26 May.

Inclusion Team

73. As part of its commitment to social enterprise, SEEDA funded 12 partners from across the region to attend the US annual conference on social enterprise in Milwaukee.  The group visited a number of high growth social enterprises, also participating in masterclasses for business growth and networking with US suppliers. It is intended that findings from the visit will be written up and disseminated to networks and sector groupings, and that learning from the US context will influence the development of local networks. The learning from the trip will also feed into the review of the Regional Economic Strategy.  

Area Teams Reports
Milton Keynes, Oxfordshire, Buckinghamshire and Berkshire

74. SEEDA is working with Oxford Brookes University and Oxford City Council to support the 2nd International Solar Cities conference to be hosted in Oxford on 4th-6th April 2006.  This is in early stages of development.

75. Milton Keynes Council have submitted an Expression of Interest to the Secretary of State for DfES, to establish two academies in Central Milton Keynes to replace Sir Frank Markham School.  This is the largest and most ambitious bid across the UK and would attract a Government capital investment in the programme in the region of £50 million.  This is a radical proposal for secondary education and if agreed by the SOS will trigger a feasibility stage during which the vision and detailed plans will be worked up.

76. At the end of March, SEEDA assisted the launch of Connected Berkshire, the first Broadband partnership in the MKOBB sub-region.  It was launched in conjunction with the Reading Wireless City initiative that is a joint venture between Reading Borough Council and BT. This is to promote the concept of a wireless city and is the first to be launched in the South East.

Sussex and Surrey 
77. Update on the Eastbourne Cultural Centre, the Towner. As part of the Single Regeneration Budget programme in Eastbourne it was decided that the Towner Art collection needed to be more accessible and used by the community, developing a ‘cultural sector’ to aid regeneration of the town. It was decided to add a purpose built facility onto the Congress Theatre which would also improve its usage. The funding form SEEDA c£2.3M has levered in funds totaling C£6M form the Heritage lottery fund, The Arts Council, Eastbourne BC and public donation. Building will commence Summer 2005.

78. The team have been continuing to work closely on the development of the AIF’s across the coastal strip, looking at the synergies between them. At the next joint AIF meeting we are planning to involve the Gatwick Diamond, as a quasi AIF to see what linkages we can create with the Gatwick travel to work area and the coastal strip. To enable clearer focus, the meetings are evolving into two strands strategic and operational 

79. Following the transfer of some Countryside Agency posts to SEEDA at the beginning of April, the team received the additional resource of Peter Simpson, who is Area Manager Rural. Peter will act as rural consultant to the AIF’s , developing the rural agenda as well as looking at the broadband and transport issues across Surrey and Sussex, which affect rural accessibility issues.

80. A conference titled “Constructing Futures” was held in Brighton recently, showcasing the work of the project which was funded by the Brighton and Hove and Adur AIF. The event which ranged over two days, was designed to look at issues affecting the construction industry, day one focused on training providers and day two, which attracted over 100 businesses looked at how more placements, apprenticeships and work experience opportunities could be provided to solve some of the supply and demand issues in the industry. Figures produced by the Construction Industry and Training Board show that 78,000 new construction workers are needed per year nationally for the next ten years. We are looking to link this initiative into AIF activity across the Coastal strip and also regionally, where appropriate.
81. The Economic Action research in Hastings funded via the AIF has been commended by GOSW as exemplar work. It has formed the basis of a successful ESF bid GOSE for £588,000 funding for project work supporting the disadvantage back in work or preparing for work. Examples are learning painting & decorating, gardening, handyman skills with the Ore Valley Trust and support into work placements, sometimes after a time of volunteering with the Seaview Trust. All schemes receive and support Job Centre+ and other ‘employment’ initiatives. The research is also informing the work of the AIF and other partners.
Kent Area Team
82. Over 20 ‘Planning 4 Real’ events have taken place in Queenborough and Rushenden, with the final consultation taking place as part of the Easter celebrations.  As a thank you to the local school, for all the work of the children in model making, framed certificates have been prepared and will be awarded.  In addition a special award will be given to a child/group of children that the Headmaster considers has made special effort in the project.

83. Swale PCT has also engaged with the project in considering their own investment approach in the area and we have secured their agreement to undertake a Health Impact Assessment of the regeneration plans.

84. A dedicated website is now available on the project (www.qrregen.co.uk) with input from local residents.

85. Paul Hudson and Susan Priest gave a presentation to the Board of Business Link Kent on 21st March on the potential impact and implications of the Sustainable Communities Plan in Kent.  This opportunity ensured all Board Members were up to speed on the significance of the ODPM-led initiative and secured the Business Link’s ongoing support for the range of activities, specifically in the growth areas of North Kent and Ashford where there are significant employment targets.

86. Pam Alexander and Susan Priest were invited to meet the Board of Canterbury 4 Business on 31st March following Jim Brathwaite’s well received speech at their annual dinner on 16th March, attended by over 150 local business people.  The meeting gave further reassurance to partners in Canterbury that we recognize their needs and particular regeneration issues.  The meeting focused on the need to make improvements to the A2 slip roads in Canterbury, the need for high quality business space, and capacity issues relating to Broad Oak Reservoir.  Various actions are being progressed specifically with KCC, Highways Agency and Environment Agency.

87. Lord Rooker visited Thanet on 16th March for the official launch of the East Kent Spatial Development Company (EKSDC) and mid term Objective 2 European celebrations.  The event was attended by over 130 stakeholders and developers.

Hants & IoW Team
Portsmouth Naval Dockyard

88. Discussions are proceeding on a joint approach to Government by MPs and RDAs on the issues facing the three dockyards of Devonport, Rosyth and Portsmouth. The three companies, FSL, DML and Babcock are working together on how to maintain the strategic capability of all three dockyards. Discussions will resume with government following the election.

GOSE Hants and IOW team links

89. The SEEDA Hants and IOW team played an active role in a recent GOSE team awayday on future challenges for the GO. The event addressed the issues facing Gosport, as part of Portsmouth Harbour and the part that both regional agencies could play in regenerating the area. 

Gipsy Moth

90. SEEDA funding through the AIF for the IOW is part supporting the refurbishment of Gipsy Moth. The Gipsy Moth will sail around the world visiting SEEDA’s global regions, promoting SEEDA and the island on route. The Gipsy Moth will provide sailing and leadership skills training for young people, especially those experiencing disadvantage.
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