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N ANNEX 2

LEAD ROLE IN ENERGY
Background

1. From initial co-ordination of RDAs’ views, sharing of intelligence and exchange of best practice, the Lead Role has developed a good inter-RDA network of energy lead officers, an excellent working relationship with Government Departments, particularly the DTI Energy Strategy Unit, and has been able to access several conduits through which RDAs can contribute to and influence national policy.   There is a broader recognition in Government of the role of RDAs in delivering national energy policy; provided it is consistent with RES priorities.  
2. Key among these is a representative role for the RDAs on the Government’s Sustainable Energy Policy Network (SEPN), while the DTI’s Regional Energy Group and the Regional Renewables Development Group, led by Renewables UK, also give early access to intelligence and offer opportunities both to contribute to policy development and develop joint working with Government departments.

Activities
3. Since January, individual RDAs have engaged in further bilateral discussions with DTI on joint energy projects (biomass, PV), following the high-level Energy Business Planning meeting between RDAs/DTI and other Government Departments last November. All RDAs have included Energy projects in their Corporate Plans; SEEDA for eg., has a range of projects, including support for renewables in Bracknell Town Centre Regeneration, “flagship” Community Energy Schemes in Kent, The Regional Wood Fuel Network and an Assessment of Regional Wave and Tidal Resources.  
4. SEEDA represents RDAs on the DTI Regional Energy Group; its recent focus has been Defra’s Review of the Government’s Climate Change Programme. The Energy Leads have contributed to the RDAs’ response (drafted by EEDA, as Defra lead) to the Review, stressing the key role of  RDA’s in delivering Climate Change adaptation and mitigation through economic development, innovation, and regeneration.  The outcome of the Government’s review of the Climate Change Programme is expected in early summer.
5. The RDA Energy Leads will also have discussions with DTI on joint working and priorities for SR2006; a key element will be how the RDAs can contribute to the development of Biomass-derived energy, viewed by Government as the key to meeting the Government aspiration of 20% of electricity from renewables by 2020.   As agreed last November, a further high-level Energy business planning meeting between RDA Chief Executives and DTI/Defra is being planned for June 2005.
6. DTI funding of £100k pa for 3 years to each RDA to support regional co-ordination of energy initiatives is now confirmed. Regional arrangements will need to mesh with the regional co-ordination of Business Resource Efficiency, being funded through the BREW Programme.  Proposals for delivering regional co-ordination via SEEDA, will be discussed with the South East Renewable Energy Partnership (includes GOSE and Regional Assembly) in early May.  
7. SEEDA (from January) now represents the RDAs on the Government’s Sustainable Energy Policy Network (SEPN) – membership comprises officials from all Government Departments, the devolved administrations, plus representatives from the Carbon Trust and the Energy Savings Trust; this provides an important opportunity to raise awareness of the RDAs’ role and contribution, and a further conduit to influence policy development.  Recent discussion has focused on the Climate Change Programme Review:  £12m has been allocated to support climate change communications, and we have stressed the importance of deploying some of that funding through the RDAs.
8. Immediate priorities for the Energy Leads focus on maximizing benefit to the RDAs from  the RDAs/DTI high-level meeting in June, developing our approach to SR2006 to identify and promote common priorities  and  reviewing further opportunities for sustainable energy arising from both the Government’s new Sustainable Development Strategy (published 7 March) and the revised Climate Change Programme (expected ‘early Summer’).  The new SD strategy gives priority to climate change and energy and, in stressing the importance of living within environmental limits, undertakes to ‘seek to secure a profound change in the way we generate and use energy’.
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