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AGENCY ACTIVITY REPORT

Recommendation

The Board is invited to note the agency activity report for May, which represents a cross section of reports from within SEEDA. 

Sustainable Development 
Water

1. The South East Water Resources Forum, which is jointly sponsored by SEEDA and the Environment Agency, will be holding its Annual Conference on Tuesday 25 May at the Savill Court Hotel, Egham.  The Conference, entitled “Making Space for Water”, is open to anyone with an interest in water and will focus on the forthcoming South East Plan.  Four workshops will consider the spatial aspects of water resources, water quality, water infrastructure and environmental quality, and the outputs will be collated to form the basis of the Forum’s advice to the Regional Assembly on water policies for the South East Plan.

Combined Heat and Power Station, Southampton

2. Provisional planning permission has been granted for the building of a new power plant in Millbrook, Southampton. This is an important step for the part SRB funded scheme that will use “waste” heat to provide hot water and heating to some 3440 people, lifting them out of fuel poverty. The scheme will also allow for income generated to be returned to the community for further development.  The business plan will be presented to SEEDA later this year for consideration.

Rural

3. SEEDA’s Chairman launched a new programme in Uckfield on 22nd April to support small rural towns committing £7 million over the next 7 years.  
Business & International 

Nanotechnology 

4. SEEDA hosted the national Nano and Microtechnology Network meeting and dinner on 24/25 March.  The Network meeting included representatives from all RDAs, the Devolved Administrations and DTI and was held at University of Oxford, Begbroke Science Park. The meeting provided SEEDA with an ideal opportunity to demonstrate the strength of the Nanotechnology sector in the South East to Hugh Clare, DTI’s new Director for Nanotecnology.  Presentations from a number of SE companies developing Nano products included Oxford Gene Technology, Oxonica and Novarc. Dr Jason Wiggins, SEEDA Nano and Microtechnology; outlined the progress the SE is making with developing projects to be put forward for funding from the recently launched £90m DTI fund for Nano and Microtechnology.
Hatcheries

5. Refurbishment work has begun on a Hatchery facility at Faringdon, Oxfordshire, due for completion by early summer.  The lease has also now been secured on a property in Chatham for the Medway Gateway hatchery, and refurbishment will commence in May 2004. The Eastbourne Hub Hatchery was formally launched in early March and they now have their first tenant.

Dibden Bay, New Forest

6. The proposal for an expansion of the container port at Southampton into Dibden Bay has been turned down by the Government on the basis of the Inspector’s conclusions following a 12 month inquiry. The development has been turned down on the basis of the substantial environmental damage that would be caused.

7. The inspector agreed that the proposal would benefit the port, the national and regional economy and accepted that unless substantial new port development took place in the South of England, the UK would have insufficient container handling capacity to handle its foreign trade. Three other schemes are being developed for expanded deep-water container handling activity. These are the P&O site at Shellhaven, London Thames Gateway, Bathside Bay in Harwich and Felixstowe.
Gateways

8. Work on the Enterprise Shows to launch the Gateways is progressing well, and the first event took place at the Medway Gateway in early April. Two other events are also planned for the Slough Gateway. Production of the Enterprise Gateway brochures is also now complete and these are being distributed through the 6 Gateways and region’s Business Links.

Selective Finance for Investment in England (SFIE)
9. The Regional Selective Assistance scheme (RSA), and Enterprise Grant have been replaced by Selective Finance for Investment in England (SFIE) which will be administered by SEEDA.
10. SFIE is one of DTI’s ten new business support products. The key difference between the new scheme and previous schemes is the focus on productivity.  Projects will be assessed against criteria such as a Skills Test and Gross Value Added measures to ensure applications bring real productivity improvements to the region. The Scheme (see attached map) is available in Tier 2 (Thanet, Dover, Shepway, Brighton & Hove and Adur) and Tier 3 (certain wards in parts of Kent, Oxford, the South Coast and all of the Isle of Wight areas) with different criteria between in each Tier (for instance only SMEs can apply in Tier 3 areas). 

Regional Selective Assistance 

(Commercial-in-Confidence – NOT FOR PUBLICATION ON THE WEBSITE, AND NOT YET AGREED)

11. EUjet has been awarded a Regional Selective Assistance (RSA) grant of £960,000 to set up a Hub and low-cost passenger airline operation at Kent International Airport (formerly know as London Manston). The application by SEEDA on EUjet’s behalf received the unanimous approval of the Regional Industrial Development Board. SEEDA’s RSA grant will lever in an additional £15m, capital expenditure and create 519 sustained and high skilled jobs. 

12. The success of this project and further infrastructure investment at the airport should provide a major boost to the local and sub-regional economy through attracting inward investment, promoting tourism and increasing indirect business to those current air-related industries based in Thanet.  (Map attached)
Inward Investment

13. During March/April 2004, SEEDA secured 7 investment successes. (Detailed in Annnex A)
14. Further successes are anticipated following the overseas representatives’visit to the Region, which included visits to the regeneration areas as potential sites for inward investment.  The Reps were introduced to sub-regional partners, the International Sector Trade Advisors, and key people in UKT&I, universities and research parks in the region.  They also visited some of the region’s regeneration areas, to improve their understanding of what SEEDA is trying to achieve in these areas and their knowledge of the potential of the areas for inward investment.  

Berlin Inward Investment Seminar  

15. This seminar was held in Berlin on 27 April in partnership with EEDA and their Inward Investment organisation.  The Seminar provided a showcase for the South East’s Enterprise Hub’s network - a concept in which the Germans are particularly 
interested.  Germany is the primary source for Inward Investment from Europe and the seminar generated a number of new inward leads for the region. 

Learning & Skills 

Higher Education Entrepreneurship Group

16. SEEDA, the Small Business Service and sixteen of the region’s higher education institutions have established the Higher Education Entrepreneurship Group (HEEG). The Group held its first meeting on Friday 23 April 2004 and will explore ways in which the South East’s higher education institutions can work together to identify and meet entrepreneurship education needs, raise and exploit the entrepreneurial skills base and demonstrate and share good practice. 

Science and Innovation

17. In its lead role for science and innovation, SEEDA has submitted a constructive joint-RDA response to the Chancellor’s consultation on Science and Innovation: Working Towards a Ten-year Investment Framework, emphasising the importance of the regions and agencies in delivering the recommendations of the Lambert and Innovation Reviews, including the development of a Science and Industry Council in each region to business-to-business interactions as well as business – higher education links.
Development and Infrastructure 

URBAN RENAISSANCE

Design Champion Club

18. The SEEDA-sponsored regional Design Champions Club met for the second time in Brighton in April. Over the course of a two-day event, the Champions enjoyed a wide range of speakers, study tour and group workshops. The study tour of Brighton’s North Laine area was studied for its interesting range of design solutions for both large and small sites, including complex proposals adjacent to listed buildings.

Regional Centre of Excellence

Delivery Quality Places Conference

19. A well attended conference organised by RIBA South East and supported with funding by SEEDA, through the ODPM, took place in Reading in mid April.  The conference looked at how construction professionals, local authorities, planners and developers can work together to deliver quality projects throughout the region.  Paul Hudson used the opportunity to outline a broad approach to “South East Excellence”; he presented the logo for the Centre for the first time.

Creating Quality Places

20. South East’s approach to a regional Centre for Excellence, masterplanning and supplementary planning guidance for the Aylesham pilot project have been the subject of public consultation since March.  SEEDA and partners are now preparing for the ‘Enquiry by Design’ at Leigh Park in June.
Civitas Event Woking

21. An initial meeting with Woking Borough Council and The Prince’s Foundation took place to discuss the development of a Civitas event for the South East region.  One project will be visited in each of the seven RDAs.  Woking was selected to host a two-day event to look at the Town Centre and its issues: accommodating levels of activity and growth in constrained space, the development of space left over; and a need to enhance character and sense of place.

Land and Property
Woolston Riverside, Southampton
22. The Vosper Thornycroft Group vacated the Woolston Riverside site on 31st March and relocated the last of their operations to Portsmouth Naval Base.  A press release and photograph were issued to local media on the relocation and the start of works on site for SEEDA.

Cowes Waterfront, Isle of Wight
23. SEEDA showcased this development project in Cannes at MIPIM 2004.  Representatives from Offshore Challenge’s sailing team visited the stand and a special welcome message was broadcast to guests by Ellen MacArthur.

Southmoor Park, Havant
24. The first phase of Southmoor Park in Havant is being developed with Priority Sites for the construction of office and industrial units.   The scheme is almost finished and nearly all the units have been sold.  A media event to celebrate the finish of the development is imminent. 

Rochester Riverside 
25. The first phase of demolition work on the site began at the end of February.

Chatham Maritime 
26. Micro Medical’s new headquarters office on Chatham Maritime is now complete and 110 jobs that may have been lost to Medway have been retained by the company’s move to the site. The company held a launch event in March to mark the occasion.

Kent Coalfields
27. Betteshanger 

Major infrastructure works are due to start shortly.  Enabling works have been completed, along with landscape works at the community park area.

28. Chislet

Since May 2003 11 transactions have been progressed, which will create 31,000 sq mtrs of new business space, 765 projected new jobs and an estimated £29.35m of private investment.

Brownfield Land Assembly Trust (BLAT)

29. Three more sites in Hastings and Swale have been acquired for new housing and terms agreed for four sites in Dartford, Hastings and Swale.  A launch of the initiative is planned for later this year, to raise awareness and introduce the activity and principles to its partners in the South East.
Ropetackle, Shoreham Maritime
30. Berkeley Homes have started work on the site and held a marketing launch at the beginning of April attended by the SEEDA Chairman. The first phase of homes has now been launched, with fourteen sold on the first weekend. An artists’ competition is also being held to design works of art to complement the development.

Grant for Research and Development – Introduction of Competitions 
31. DTI have announced that the Grant for Research and Development, one of the new business support products introduced last year by DTI (formerly known as SMART), will move to a competition basis with immediate effect. Initially, any applications for Grant for Research and Development received after 23 April 2004 will be entered into a competition with a closing date of 28 May 2004.  Each Small Business Service Regional team will judge applications and decide how many grants will be awarded in its Region.  It is expected that there will be further competitions later in the financial year but the dates and frequency have yet to be decided.  RDAs are currently in discussions with the Small Business Service in regard to RDA assuming responsibility for the management of this grant scheme.
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