18th July 2003

Brendan Barber

General Secretary

TUC

Congress House

Great Russell Street

London

WC1B 3LS

Dear Brendan
DINNER WITH RDA CHAIRS – 14 JULY 2003

I am writing to formally thank you and your colleagues for your time over dinner on Monday evening with the RDA Chairs.

I thought the discussion was very positive and was particularly useful in strengthening the already good relationships between RDAs and the TUC both nationally and regionally.  We would very much like to build on these relationships and explore further how may can work more closely in the future.

I look forward to receiving the TUCs submission into the National Skills Strategy.  You also offered information on how you are tackling the skills agenda which we discussed; feedback about union applications for RDA Board vacancies; and any State Aid examples that you can feed into our submission to SR2004 that strengthens regional business.

We will follow up the specific actions from our discussion as follows:

a) EMDA will liaise with your office about the consultation document in relation to the EC Directive on Workers Rights;

b) SEEDA will be happy to consider our involvement in the manufacturing response to Government that you and the CBI are producing; and

c) We will all take cognisance of the regional relationships with ACAS as part of the RESs.

Thank you once again and I look forward to seeing you soon, perhaps at the next meeting of the Standing Committee on Euro Preparations.

Yours sincerely
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Sir Graham Hall

Chair of Chairs for England’s Regional Development Agencies
