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THE UPDATING OF THE ENGLISH INDICES OF MULTIPLE DEPRIVATION

Recommendation

· That the Board note the information below

Background

1. The Indices of Deprivation 2000 are measures of deprivation for every ward and local authority area in England.  A number of indicators that cover a range of domains (Income, Employment, Health Deprivation and Disability, Education, Skills and Training, Housing and Geographical Access to Services) are combined into a single deprivation score for each area.  An overall score and rank for every ward is called the Index of Multiple Deprivation 2000.
2. The need to update has developed as a result of better understanding from:

· Greater data availability from the 2001 Census and better analytical capacity data.

· Better understanding of what constitutes deprivation, who suffers from it and where they live.

· The domains of IMD and their weightings are subject to review alongside with boundaries of local units/wards.

Implications for RDAs

3. This measure is a key consideration in funding decisions for local areas through neighbourhood renewal fund and at regional level through RDA funding. Currently 119 of the most deprived 20% wards in England are in the South East. The revised measure might change this number with subsequent implications for SEEDA funding and a shift in our sub-regional priorities.

Consultation Process and Timescales

4. The Neighbourhood Renewal Unit of the ODPM published a consultation document seeking views from a wide range of stakeholders, including RDAs, in August 2003.  Following this consultation, the updated measure will be available this winter.

Early Indications

5. The proposed new domains and availability of more recent data will not change the deprivation landscape of England. Although there might be some minor changes in terms of incidence of deprivation within the South East, our relative position compared with other regions is expected to remain more or less unchanged.
6. The Board will be kept informed when the new Index is published.
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