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GLOBAL REGIONS VISIT TO THE USA

Recommendation

Members are requested to review, note and discuss as appropriate the following reflections and outcomes of the Chairman’s visit to North America with the Chief Executive.   Jeff Alexander and Michael Dewick also joined for part of the trip.   The visit included meeting business, academic, government and political partners in Toronto, Ottawa, San Diego, Boston (where a reception was also held to launch our Boston representative) and Washington.

Outcomes

1 Strong support was received for SEEDA’s ‘Global Regions’ approach recognising the need to support SME’s as the engines of growth, enable technology transfer and support operations in the global market.   This was supported especially by the (Deputy) Mayors of Washington & San Diego and Secretary of Commerce and senior officials in Maryland and Massachusetts respectively.   

2 UK Posts in all locations welcomed the collaborative approach for two way trade, investment, academic and political linkages, offering direct access to our representatives to their staff as an extension of their team.

3 It is clear that outsourcing to the Far East and Central/South America is now accelerating.   This has become an issue across the regions only in the past 6 months.

4 Over 5 inward investment opportunities were identified – the reception in Boston was particularly successful in this regard.   The concept of greater linkages between our Enterprise Hubs and local North American incubators was endorsed with two Washington companies presently in the process of moving to the Surrey Enterprise Hub.

5 Strong interest was expressed in delegations of SMEs coming to join SEEDA at the Farnborough Airshow next year.   Collaboration and joint working at large exhibitions (e.g. MIPIM, Cebit etc) appear to be an excellent opportunity for Global Region partners to network and cross-sell each others’ complementary offerings, to accelerate the global network.

6 Excellent feedback was received, and follow up progressed, on the recent missions of Washington businesses to the South East and The SEEDA/Solent mission

7 The proposed Institute of Entrepreneurship was strongly supported by University of Maryland, Babson and MIT, who have offered to assist in developing the model and ‘product’ offering

